Places and regions have certain characteristics that distinguish them from other areas. These
characteristics are both physical (landforms, climate, and vegetation) and human (population and
culture, including government, economy, language, and religion). No two places have exactly the same
physical and human characteristics.

Earth has diverse environments. Earth is divided into continents, countries, and states. A continent is a
very large area of land, comprising usually at least several countries but often many more. A country is
a place with a government and laws for all the people who live there. A state is a specific area within a
country. Many neighborhoods, towns, cities, and large areas of countryside make up a state.

Shelter is a basic human need. People live in a variety of settings, including on farms, in apartments
and houses, and on houseboats. In cities, living options include everything from high-rise apartments
to row houses, which are multiple attached homes situated in a row with common walls connecting
them. The population density of cities is much greater than it is in other communities because cities
have many more people per square mile. High population density allows many businesses to operate
and contributes to constant activity. Suburbs, on the other hand, have more green spaces but are still
somewhat close to city centers. Neighborhoods are communities of people that live near one another
in suburbs and cities. Rural areas are characterized by open landscapes, often consisting of farming
lands or forests and having a great deal of distance between neighbors and houses.

Geographical features vary from place to place and greatly impact human settlement. People live in
regions distinguished by features like mountains, coasts, lakes, hills, rivers, or islands. Those living near a
coast, for instance, may choose to live on houseboats, while others in hilly or mountainous areas might
live in houses constructed adaptively on sloping landscapes.

Climate can drastically differ from one location to another, ranging from places that are usually warm
and sunny to those that experience seasonal changes, such as cold, snowy conditions in winter. The
form of shelter often depends on the environment. For instance, in snowy regions, like those in Alaska,
homes might be designed to withstand extreme cold and heavy snowfall. In contrast, in warmer
regions like Florida, houses could be designed for maximum airflow to keep the interiors cool.

People move at different stages of their lives, due to factors including jobs, families, climate, or
changing preferences. The places we live, whether a neighborhood, a state, or a country, significantly
contribute to our identities and experiences. With time and by necessity, our dwellings and our
understandings of “home” continue to evolve.



