ArPENDIX B

Classroom Safety for Activities and Demonstrations

In the Core Knowledge Science program (CKSci), activities and demonstrations are a vital part of the
curriculum and provide students with active engagement related to the lesson content. The activities
and demonstrations in this unit have been selected and designed to engage students in a safe manner.
The activities and demonstrations make use of materials and equipment that are typically deemed
classroom safe and readily available.

Safety should be a priority when engaged in science activities. With that in mind, observe the following
safety procedures when the class is engaged in activities and demonstrations:

- Be aware of students who have food allergies, and adjust related activities or make materials
substitutions as necessary. Check the ingredients of all food to make sure known allergies are not
listed. Students with food allergies can still be affected even if they do not ingest the food item.
Some common food allergies are peanuts, tree nuts (e.g., almonds, walnuts, hazelnuts, etc.), and
cow’s milk (rice milk is a good nut-free alternative).

+ Report and treat any injuries immediately.

«  Check equipment prior to usage, and make sure everything is clean and ready for use.

+  Clean up spills or broken equipment immediately using the appropriate tools.

«  Monitor student behavior to ensure they are following proper classroom and activity procedures.
« Do not touch your eyes, ears, face, or mouth while engaging in an activity or demonstration.

+ Review each step of the lesson to determine if there are any safety measures or materials necessary
in advance.

- Wear personal protective equipment (e.g., safety goggles, aprons, etc.) as appropriate.

« Check for allergies to latex and other materials that students may have, and take appropriate
measures.

« Secure loose clothing, hair, or jewelry.

. Establish storage and disposal procedures for chemicals as per their Safety Data Sheet (SDS),
including household substances such as vinegar and baking soda.

Copy and distribute the Student Safety Contract, found on the next page. Have a read-along, and have
students agree to the expectations for students when engaged in science activities prior to the start of
the first unit.

Online Resources For additional support for safety in the science classroom, follow the links in the

@ Online Resources Guide for this unit:
www.coreknowledge.org/cksci-online-resources
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When doing science activities, | will do the following:

| have read and agree to the safety rules in this contract.

Report spills, breakages, or injuries to the
teacher right away.

Listen to the teacher for special instructions
and safety directions. If | have questions, | will
ask the teacher.

Avoid eating or drinking anything during the
activity unless told to by my teacher.

Review the steps of the activity before | begin.

If I have questions, | will ask the teacher.

Wear safety goggles when working with
liquids or things that can fly into my eyes.

Be careful around electric appliances and
unplug them, just by pulling on the plug,
when a teacher is supervising.

Keep my hands dry when using tools and
devices that use electricity.

Be careful to use safety equipment like gloves
or tongs when handling materials that may be
hot.

Know when a hot plate is on or off and let it
cool before touching it.

Roll or push up long sleeves, keep my hair tied
back, and secure any jewelry | am wearing.

Return unused materials to the teacher.

Clean up my area after the activity and wash
my hands.

Treat all living things and the environment
with respect.

Student signature and date

Print name

Dear Parent or Guardian,

During science class, we want to create and maintain a safe classroom. With this in mind, we are making
sure students are aware of the expectations for their behavior while engaged in science activities.

We are asking you to review the safety rules with your student and sign this contract. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

Parent/guardian signature and date



