Advance Preparation for Activities and Demonstrations

Being properly prepared for classroom activities and demonstrations is the first step to having a
successful and enriching science program. Advance preparation is critical to effectively support student
learning and understanding of the content in a lesson.

Before doing demonstrations and activities with the class

Familiarize yourself with the activity by performing the activity yourself or with a team, and identify
any issues or talking points that could be brought up.

Gather the necessary materials for class usage. Consider if students will gather their materials at
stations or if you will preassemble the materials to be distributed to the students and/or groups.

Identify safety issues that could occur during an activity or demonstration, and plan and prepare
how to address them.

Review the Teacher’s Guide before teaching, and identify opportunities for instructional support
during activities and demonstrations. Consider other Support and/or Challenge opportunities that
may arise as you work to keep students engaged with the content.

Prepare a plan for postactivity collection and disposal of materials/equipment.

While engaged in the activity or demonstration

Address any emergencies immediately.

Check that students are observing proper science safety practices as well as wearing any necessary
safety gear, such as goggles, aprons, or gloves.

When possible, circulate around the room, and provide support for the activity. Return to the
Teacher Guide as students work, to utilize any Support and Challenge opportunities that will make
the learning experience most meaningful for your students.

After the activity or demonstration

Use your plan for students to set aside or dispose of their materials as necessary.

Have students wash their hands after any activity in which they could come in contact with any
potentially harmful substances.

When engaging students in activities and demonstrations, model good science practices, such as
wearing proper safety equipment, never eating during an investigation, etc. Good science practices
at a young age will lead to students observing good science practices themselves and being better
prepared as they move into upper-level science classes.
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