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Cross-curricular

Teaching Idea

Go to the Internet and find examples of
Civil War music and photographs to
help the facts of the Civil War come to
life. (See More Resources.) In addition,
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” from the
Grade 5 music Sequence lends itself
well to this unit of study.  You may also
wish to review songs from Grade 2,
including “Follow the Drinking Gourd”
and  “When Johnny Comes Marching
Home.”

Jefferson Davis
Even before the first guns had been fired, representatives for the secessionist

states had met in Montgomery, Alabama in February 1861 and formed the
Confederate States of America (CSA). It was eventually decided that Richmond,
Virginia, would be the capital. Jefferson Davis was elected president. 

Davis had represented Mississippi for several terms in the United States
Senate and had been the secretary of war under Franklin Pierce. When
Mississippi seceded, he had resigned from the Senate. It was his direct order that
launched the attack against Fort Sumter. 

Davis was a West Point graduate who had gained national fame as a hero in
the Mexican-American War. His prestige was an asset to the Confederacy. But as
a leader, Davis was high-handed and divisive, feuding throughout the war with
Southern governors over military, fiscal, and political affairs. 

The Union and Confederacy
The Union had many advantages over the Confederacy. The North had a larg-

er population than the South. The Union also had an industrial economy, where-
as the Confederacy had an economy based on agriculture. The Union had most
of the natural resources, like coal, iron, and gold, and also a well-developed rail
system. Most of the financial centers were in the North, which made borrowing
money to fight the war difficult for the South. The Union had a small navy, but
the Confederacy had to resort to using private ships because it had no naval ves-
sels. While some believed the South had the better officers, the North had twice
as many soldiers. 

Yankees and Rebels, Blue and Gray
“Yankee” and “Rebel” are nicknames that the Northerners and Southerners

gave each other shortly after the start of the Civil War. The Northerners were
called “Yankees” and the Southerners, “Rebels.” Sometimes these nicknames were
shortened even further to “Yanks” and “Rebs.”

At the beginning of the war, each soldier wore whatever uniform he had
from his state’s militia, so soldiers were wearing uniforms that didn’t match.
For example, some uniforms were blue or gray, while others were black or
red. As the war dragged on, that changed. The soldiers of the Union Army
wore blue uniforms and the soldiers of the Confederate Army wore gray.
Today, that’s how many people remember the two sides—the North wore
blue, and the South wore gray.

First Battle of Bull Run
Neither side—North or South—had a realistic view of what it would take

to fight the war in terms of time and resources. Each side thought the war
would be short and easily won. The outcome of the first engagement of the
war greatly bolstered Confederate confidence and jolted the Union into a
realization of how hard it would be to defeat the South.

The first battle was fought in July along Bull Run Creek near Manassas
Junction, Virginia, just 20 miles from Washington. Many civilians rode out from
Washington thinking to spend an interesting afternoon watching the
Confederates get a good thrashing. Some even brought picnics to eat while they
watched the confrontation. Instead, the Confederates fought tenaciously and ulti-

Teaching Idea

Use Instructional Master 83, Venn
Diagram, with students to compare 
and contrast the Union and the
Confederacy.

Use Instructional Master 83.
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Teaching Idea

Work with students to paraphrase the
Gettysburg Address to help them under-
stand the depth of Lincoln’s beliefs and
his feelings toward his country and the
soldiers who died for it. Read the first
part of the Declaration of Independence
to students, and point out how Lincoln
carefully linked his brief speech to the
central tenets of that document. Invite
students to read parts of the speech out
loud and possibly even memorize brief
passages. (See “Speeches,” on pp.
83–90 and Text Resource 31.)

The battle raged for three days. Union forces had a tactical advantage in occu-
pying higher ground. Lee, in an effort to dislodge the Union forces, sent General
George Pickett and an army of 15,000 men across a mile of open ground. Pickett’s
charge was a disaster. Union gunners cut down the courageous charging
Confederates. Pickett’s division alone lost almost 3,000 men. After the charge,
when Lee ordered Pickett to reassemble his division to prepare for a possible
Union counterattack, Pickett replied, “General Lee, I have no division now.” Lee
regretted the decision to order Pickett’s charge for the rest of his life. After three
days of attacks and counterattacks, with the Confederates making no headway,
Lee turned his army southward on July 4. The Confederates had lost about a
quarter of their forces in the field; about an equal number of Union soldiers were
killed, amounting to more than 20,000 dead on each side.

The Battle of Gettysburg was the turning point of the war in the east. Lee
never again threatened Union territory. Unfortunately for the Union side, Meade
failed to pursue the gravely weakened Lee. Through his military genius, Lee was
able to continue the war for two more years and inflict terrible casualties on
Union forces. This was despite being badly outnumbered and suffering from crit-
ical shortages of materials.  

Gettysburg Address
Later that year, on November 19, 1863, President Lincoln journeyed to

Gettysburg to dedicate a national cemetery for the war dead buried there. Lincoln
was not the featured speaker. Edward Everett, a well-known orator of the time,
spoke for more than two hours. Lincoln’s speech lasted about two minutes. In the
speech, Lincoln spoke of his grief for the dead, the principles for which they died,
and the need to maintain those principles. Among its famous lines are the follow-
ing:

Four score [twenty years times four] and seven years ago our fathers
brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. . . .

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work
which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather
for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for
which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

Although Lincoln’s speech is now recognized as one of the most important in
American history, it received little attention that day and in subsequent news
reports. Everett, however, recognized its significance. In a note to Lincoln he
wrote, “I should be glad if I could flatter myself that I came as near to the central
idea of the occasion, in two hours, as you did in two minutes.”

54th Massachusetts Regiment
When the Civil War began, there was no thought given to enlisting free

African Americans. However, after a string of Union losses in 1862, Congress
passed a law allowing African Americans—freemen and escaped slaves—to
become soldiers in the Union army. By war’s end, 186,000 African Americans had
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Cross-curricular

Teaching Idea

You may wish to show students the
reproduction of the Shaw Memorial,
included in the Art Resources for this
grade and discussed in the Visual
Arts section “American Art:
Nineteenth-Century United States,”
on pp. 350–360. The Shaw Memorial
was created by Augustus Saint-
Gaudens to commemorate the 54th
Massachusetts regiment. A copy of
the memorial is on display in Boston
Common, near the site of the troops’
departure to fight in the Civil War. 

Teaching Idea

The Union Army was segregated dur-
ing the Civil War. In fact, the United
States Army remained segregated
until 1948, when President Harry
Truman signed Executive Order 9981,
which ordered the armed forces to be
integrated. Have students reflect in
journals about why it would be per-
ceived to be important for the Union
Army to be segregated. What are their
thoughts? You may want to have a
discussion about their answers to
that question. 

History and Geography: American 285

Teaching Idea

Share with students Sherman’s letter
to the mayor and councilmen of
Atlanta, available online. (Search for
the phrase “You cannot qualify war in
harsher terms than I will.”) In the let-
ter Sherman explains and justifies his
brutality. 

served in 150 all-black regiments and 30,000 more African Americans had seen
service in the navy. The first African-American regiment was led by Thomas
Wentworth Higginson. All told, about 13 percent of the Union army was com-
posed of men of color. This number does not count the African-American men
and women who served as cooks, laborers, and carpenters for the army. Some
37,000 African-American soldiers died for the Union during the war. Twenty
African-American soldiers were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, and
between 75 and 100 were commissioned as officers. 

One of the most notable of the African-American regiments was the 54th
Massachusetts under Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, a white officer. White officers
commanded units of African-American soldiers. The 54th led the assault on Fort
Wagner at Charleston, South Carolina in 1863. According to one account,

Advancing through the cover of darkness along a narrow strip of beach,
they [the 54th] were raked by ferocious rifle and cannon fire from the
fort. They pressed on and scaled the parapets in desperate hand-to-hand
fighting. White regiments arrived to bolster the Union force, but the men
were too few and the enemy fire too fierce.

The assault failed, and 300 soldiers of the 54th died in the attack. Four sol-
diers were awarded medals for their bravery, including the first Congressional
Medal of Honor awarded to an African American. 

Sherman’s March to the Sea
As Lee had taken the war to the North, Union General William Tecumseh

Sherman took the war to the heart of the South. Sherman (named after the
famous Native American warrior) was promoted often to replace Grant as Grant
took on greater responsibilities for the Union army. In 1864, Sherman and his
force of 60,000 soldiers invaded Georgia from Tennessee, captured and burned
Atlanta, marched to the coast where they captured Savannah, and then wheeled
north. They engaged the Confederate army of General Joseph E. Johnston in a
running fight until Johnston surrendered near Durham, North Carolina.
Sherman’s campaign effectively split the Confederacy.

Sherman’s advance through Georgia to Savannah is known as Sherman’s
“march to the sea.” In an effort to destroy supply sources for the Confederate
army, Sherman had his army destroy everything in its path. The men tore up rail-
roads, burned houses, and destroyed crops. This was one of the first instances of
the kind of war sometimes called “total war,” in which an effort is made not only
to destroy the enemy’s armies, but to destroy the infrastructure and morale of the
society at large. Sherman’s attacks demoralized the civilian population and
inspired much hatred among Southerners. 

The End of the War

Reelection of Lincoln
Sherman’s successful invasion of the South greatly improved Lincoln’s

chances for reelection as president in 1864. The Democrats had chosen as their
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