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harmonies to occur. “Dona Nobis Pacem” is a good transition between singing
simple rounds like “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” and the large body of music writ-
ten in four independent parts. Particular emphasis should be placed on singing
this song over the course of the year. Once students have grown comfortable
singing it as a round, begin to practice starting the song with all three separate
parts simultaneously. 85

“Git Along, Little Dogies”
“Git Along, Little Dogies” is one of the great cowboy songs collected at the

beginning of the 20th century, but sung since the mid-1800s. These songs reflect
the lonely, rugged life of the cowman. In this particular song, the singer suggests
his affection for the herd of cattle, or “dogies.” But he also declares he intends 
to drive them to their destination. A “cowpuncher” is another name for a cowboy.
Many cowboy songs are known to have been derived from pre-existing songs
when singers improvised new lyrics to describe life on the plains. “Git 
Along, Little Dogies” is believed to be based on an Irish melody from the 
1700s. 86

“God Bless America”
This popular patriotic song is by one of America’s great songwriters, Irving

Berlin (1888–1989). In 1918, he composed the song for a stage show, but decid-
ed that the song was too serious for the rest of the show, and set it aside. In 1938,
with the threat of war looming in Europe, Berlin decided it would be appropriate
to write a patriotic song in a spirit of peace. Berlin revised “God Bless America”
from what he’d drafted 20 years earlier and included a brief introduction that
alludes to the storm brewing in Europe: “While the storm clouds gather far across
the sea.” The song was first sung by Kate Smith on a radio broadcast on Armistice
Day, 1938. It was an immediate hit and has remained one of the best-known and
best-loved “American” songs. 79

“Greensleeves”
The original lyrics to this old English folksong tell of the singer’s dismay at

being cast aside by his lover, Lady Greensleeves. Starting in 1580, many versions of
these lyrics began appearing in England, and judging from the style of the music, it
is unlikely that the melody dates from any earlier. The song was 
popular in Shakespeare’s time, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. Today, 
the melody is best known as the Christmas carol “What Child Is This?” with lyrics
written in America at the end of the 19th century by William Chatterton Dix. 80

“The Happy Wanderer”
Although it’s meant to sound like a German folk song, “The Happy

Wanderer” was actually written in 1954, with music by Friedrich W. Moller and
words by Antonia Ridge. The song was a popular hit and was recorded in many
styles (polka, jazz, etc.) and in many languages. The lyrics, with their yodel-like
chorus of “Val-de-ri, val-de-ra,” have made the song particularly popular with
hikers and scouting organizations. 81

Use Instructional Master 64.

Read the lyrics of “Git Along, Little Dogies.” This song captures an everyday, personal
view of a typical western scene during the 1870s and 1880s: a cattle drive from Texas
to Wyoming. Use the lyrics to answer the following questions.

Git Along, Little Dogies

Master 64 Grade 5: Music
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Purpose: To understand the concepts and language expressed in the lyrics of a given traditional song

As I was a-walkin’ one mornin’ for pleasure,
I spied a cowpuncher a-ridin’ along.
His hat was tipped back and his spurs were a-jinglin’,
And as he approached he was singin’ this song:

Whoopee ti yi yo, git along, little dogies,
It is your misfortune and none of my own,
Whoopee ti yi yo, git along, little dogies,
You know that Wyoming will be your new home.

1. Why do you think a “cowpuncher,” or cowboy, might occasionally have to prod the “little
dogies,” or cows, on the long cattle drive to new grazing lands?

2. Tap the rhythm as you repeat the lyrics softly to yourself. How does the rhythm of the lyrics
compare to the rhythm of a horse’s hoofbeats? And what effect does this have?

3. What language did the lyricist use to evoke sounds and help you “hear” as well as visualize
the scene being described?

4. What do you think makes this song an important part of traditional American music?

work done by many American cowboys in the Old West.

Possible answer: It gives a lively, vivid picture of the 

call (or yodel) “Whoopee ti yi yo”

Possible answer: the word “a-jinglin’” and the loud 

scene of a cowboy riding a horse more real.

Possible answer: The rhythms are similar, making the 

from straying from the herd or getting lost.

Possible answer: He would want to keep the cows 

Cross-curricular

Teaching Idea

“Greensleeves” can be connected with
the lute songs of John Dowland, and
with the study of Shakespeare and
English history during the Renaissance.
Play “Greensleeves” for the class, and
ask students to discuss how they think
the lute contributes to the feeling of the
piece. Students could also discuss how
they think the piece would change if it
were performed with a piano, trumpet,
or clarinet instead. Would the piece
lose the feeling it has with the lute? If
possible, you may wish to have various
musicians come to the classroom and
play “Greensleeves” on their instru-
ments so students can more easily
compare versions.
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Teaching Idea  

If students are familiar with major
and minor chords, point out that
although we often associate minor
chords with sadness, “Havah
Nagilah” uses minor chords for a joy-
ous effect. To demonstrate this effect
to students, play the melodies of
songs or pieces that are in minor
keys, for example, “Greensleeves” or
the first movement of Beethoven’s
Symphony no. 5, and then talk about
how these depict a sad mood. Next
play a recording of “Havah Nagilah”
to demonstrate how minor keys can
be joyous, too.

Music 415

“Havah Nagilah”
This celebratory song is probably the most widely known Israeli folk song.

The Hebrew lyrics mean “Let us rejoice and be glad / Let us sing / Awaken, broth-
ers, with a cheerful heart.” The most recognizable version of the song is an exam-
ple of klezmer music, a tradition of Jewish dance music that originated in eastern
Europe. This particular tune actually comes from the Ukrainian Jewish tradition,
and was only incorporated into the klezmer style in the 1960s. 82

“If I Had a Hammer”
The American folksinger and songwriter Pete Seeger composed this straight-

forward and catchy melody in 1949, to words by the poet Lee Hays. The lyrics are
an impassioned plea for brotherhood, repeated in verses about a hammer, a bell,
and a song, all of which the singer pledges to use in calling attention to his or her
cause. The song has been used to rally support for various social causes such as
the civil rights movement and the anti-war protests of the 1960s. 87

“Red River Valley”
This song is often thought to be from Texas because of the Red River there,

but it actually comes from Canada and is about the Red River in Manitoba. The
song is believed to have originated during a military occupation there in 1870.
The song’s lyrics are about the love of a local woman for a soldier who will now
be leaving. However, because of the confusion about Texas, the song is most often
heard sung as a cowboy’s song about his departing sweetheart. 88

“Sakura”
This traditional Japanese song describes the cherry blossoms (“sakura”)

blooming at the beginning of spring. The simple and delicate melody is a popu-
lar selection for children. 83

“Shenandoah”
Named for a Native American chief living on the Missouri River, this beauti-

ful song was actually a chantey sung on riverboats and later at sea, dating from
around the 1820s. Later it became associated with the American West. The
melody is a blend of elements from several folksong traditions, including Irish
and African American. The songs of many cultures were sung on American ships
and in that environment, songs like “Shenandoah” were created. 89

“Sweet Betsy from Pike”
Most likely dating from the gold rush of 1849, “Sweet Betsy from Pike” is a

humorous ballad of a couple’s attempt to make the difficult journey over the
mountains to California. The text is certainly meant to be humorous, but it also
captures the danger and exhaustion of life on the trail. Earlier versions of this
song include quite a lot of verses recounting the adventures of Betsy and Ike dur-
ing their travels, usually ending with them reaching California and getting mar-
ried (and then immediately divorced). 90

Teaching Idea

Discuss the lyrics of “If I Had a
Hammer” as a class. What do stu-
dents think the lyrics “I’d hammer out
a warning; I’d hammer out love
between my brothers and my sisters”
mean? What do they think the warn-
ing would be about? The lyrics talk
about trying to promote justice with a
hammer, a bell, and a song. Ask,
“How does this song try to promote
justice? How can a song be used as a
tool?”

Cross-curricular

Teaching Idea

Introduce “Sweet Betsy from Pike”
and “Git Along, Little Dogies” when
students are learning about westward
expansion and cattle drives after the
Civil War. You may wish to review
other songs related to westward
expansion as well. 
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