
their religions, but could not hold membership in town corporations, which
meant that they could not hold any local public office. A later law barred them
from holding public office on the national level. The restrictions lasted until the
early 1800s. As a result of these laws and the change in life in England, Puritans
again emigrated as they had in the early 1600s. Many Puritans emigrated to
Massachusetts during these years. 

With the Restoration, the Puritan restrictions against the theater, dancing,
gambling, and similar activities were lifted. Charles II was less interested in the
politics of kingship than in living its good life, and was known as “The Merry
Monarch.” He was notorious for his leisure activities, including riding, sailing,
drinking, and cavorting with mistresses. More diplomatic than his father, he had
better relations with Parliament for most of his reign, though there was some sus-
picion that Charles was secretly a Roman Catholic. Charles had no child to suc-
ceed him, and in 1681 Parliament tried to a pass a law to keep his brother James,
Duke of York, a Catholic, from succeeding him. Many Protestants feared that if
James succeeded to the throne, he would try to bring Catholicism back. Charles
dealt with this by dissolving Parliament and ruling without it until his death in
1685. 

James II and the “Glorious Revolution”
When James II assumed the throne of England in 1685, he was a Roman

Catholic monarch of a Protestant nation. When he married his second wife, he
had converted from Protestantism to Catholicism, but his two daughters from his
first marriage had been raised as Protestants. The eldest, Mary, was married to
William III, Prince of Orange, in the Netherlands. The English expected that
when James died, his daughter Mary would succeed to the throne. This would
mean they would only have to endure a Catholic monarch for a short while.
However, in 1688, James and his second wife had a son who automatically
became first in line for the throne, thus assuring the continuation of a Roman
Catholic monarchy. 

Whether the monarch was Roman Catholic or not would have mattered less
if James had not set about trying to restore Roman Catholic influence in England.
He issued two declarations allowing freedom of worship for non-Anglican
Protestants and Catholics. He also appointed Catholics to a number of high gov-
ernment and military posts. There was also concern that James would attempt to
lessen the power of Parliament. 

In 1688, Parliament, fearing the worst, invited Mary and her husband,
William of Orange, to rule England. In the face of English hostility and the army
that accompanied William and Mary, James fled to France. This became known as
the Glorious Revolution, or Bloodless Revolution, because it was accomplished
very easily, with no bloodshed.  Of course, not everyone thought it was so glori-
ous. The supporters of James, known as Jacobites (from the Latin form of James,
Jacobus), tried several times to invade England and put James (or, later, his heirs)
back on the throne. But they were never successful. 

Bill of Rights: Parliament Limits the Power of the
Monarchy
Before Parliament allowed William and Mary to be crowned, the new mon-

archs had to accept certain limitations on the power of the monarchy. In 1689,
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Teaching Idea

Students in Core Knowledge schools
should have learned about the Magna
Carta and the beginnings of
Parliament in the Grade 4 World
History and Geography section
“England in the Middle Ages.” Ask
them to explain the significance of
each as a way to introduce later
steps in the development of England’s
unwritten constitution. 

Great Britain’s form of government
is a constitutional monarchy; that is,
the actions of the monarch are limit-
ed by a series of laws and precedents
set over the centuries. These serve as
an unwritten constitution. Great
Britain has no single document simi-
lar to the United States Constitution. 
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Parliament passed and William and Mary accepted what has become known as
the English Bill of Rights. Among its provisions are the following:

• The suspension of laws by the monarchy “without the consent of Parliament
is illegal.”

• “That levying money for . . . the use of the Crown . . . without grant of
Parliament . . . is illegal.”

• That the people have the right to petition the government and “prosecutions
for such petitioning are illegal.”

• “That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time of
peace, unless it be with consent of Parliament is against [the] law.”

• “That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed,
nor cruel and unusual punishment inflicted.”

• “That . . . for the amending, strengthening and preserving of the laws, [ses-
sions of] Parliaments ought to be held frequently.”

The Glorious Revolution and the English Bill of Rights were important land-
marks on the road to limited monarchy. Several important philosophical ideas
that were used to justify the Revolution and write the Bill of Rights came from the
contemporary philosopher John Locke, whose ideas on natural law and the limi-
tations of governmental power profoundly influenced the leaders of the American
Revolution ninety years later.

The Big Idea in
Review
The 1500s and 1600s
were a time of English
expansion abroad and
consolidation of
Parliamentary power at
home.

Review
Below are some ideas for ongoing assessment and review activities. These are

not meant to constitute a comprehensive list. Teachers may also refer to the
Pearson Learning/Core Knowledge History & Geography series for additional infor-
mation and teaching ideas.

• Have students play “Who/What Am I . . . ?” Students should work in pairs to
create four questions and answers using a statement of what a person did or what
an event was, followed by the question “Who am I?” or “What am I?” Combine
pairs into groups of four to ask each other their questions.

• As a culmination to this unit of study, have students write an essay based on
the big idea, “Describe English expansion abroad, consolidation of Parliamentary
power at home, and how these two factors changed England.” Make sure students
justify their answers with facts learned in this section.

• This section provides an opportunity for students to complete short research
reports on any of the historical figures of England from the Golden Age to the
Glorious Revolution. Using the Language Arts section, provide the class with top-
ics for short reports to write in formal style. Each day of a week, provide a mini-
lesson on different aspects of report writing, such as correct paragraph form or
bibliographies. Share these reports when completed. 

Teaching Idea

Compare the English Bill of Rights to
the Bill of Rights that accompanies the
U.S. Constitution. Students in Core
Knowledge schools should have stud-
ied this in-depth in the Grade 4
American History and Geography sec-
tion “Making a Constitutional
Government.”  

William and Mary
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