
History and Geography: World 131

Visual Arts
Islamic Art and Architecture
• Illuminated manuscripts

• Domes and minarets (Dome of the
Rock, Alhambra Palace, Taj Mahal)

Mathematics
Geometry
• Identify and draw lines (Islamic art

and architecture)

• Identify polygons (Islamic art and
architecture)

Cross-curricular Connections

At a Glance
The most important ideas for you are: 

◗ Muslims believe that Muhammad is the last and greatest in the line of
prophets and that there is only one God (Allah is the Arabic word for
God).

◗ The Qur’an is the scripture and basis of Islam; the Five Pillars are the
basic practices of Islam.

◗ Muslim empires spread from their beginnings on the Arabian Peninsula
throughout the Middle East, west across North Africa into Europe,
through Persian lands (present-day Iran), Turkic lands (present-day
Turkey and Central Asia), and into South Asia (including present-day
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India) and later into what are now
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines.

◗ Muslim scholars and Jewish scholars working in Muslim-ruled territories
contributed to Western knowledge, not only by preserving ancient Greek
and Roman writings, but through their own original work.

◗ Cordoba in Spain was a representative center of Islamic civilization.

◗ The Holy Land is so named because of its importance to Jews,
Christians, and Muslims.

◗ Conflict over control of the Holy Land resulted in the Crusades,
assaults on Islamic territory.

◗ An unintended result of the Crusades was the rise of trade networks.

What Teachers Need to Know
A. Islam

Muhammad: The “Last Prophet”
Like Judaism and Christianity, Islam is a monotheistic religion. Indeed, Islam

accepts and builds on the revelation that forms the basis of those two earlier reli-
gions. Islamic scripture, the Qur’an, accepts the prophets of the Jewish and
Christian faiths, and especially stresses Abraham, Moses, Noah, and Jesus. The
Qur’an refers to Jesus as the Messiah and says that he was a great prophet, but not
God or the son of God. The Qur’an says that all people who believe in God and
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III. The Spread of Islam and the “Holy Wars”

132 Grade 4 Handbook

Teaching Idea

To introduce the concept of jihad to 
students, you may wish to first ask stu-
dents if they’ve ever heard the word
jihad and what they think it means.
Students may respond with stereotypi-
cal meanings and images, but once
these are out in the open for discus-
sion, you can help students understand
the deeper meaning of the word. 

the Final Judgment and who do good works will have nothing to fear in the after-
life. Muslims accept the revelations of the Old Testament, or Hebrew Bible, as well
as the New Testament, but add to these the revelations of the prophet
Muhammad. Those who practice Islam are called Muslims, and they worship
Allah (the Arabic word for God). 

Muhammad was born in the Arabian city of Mecca (often spelled Makkah) in
570 CE and made his living as a merchant. A religious man, he often went to a cave
to meditate. Muslims believe that in 610 CE, Allah, through the voice of the angel
Gabriel, began to speak to Muhammad. For a time, Muhammad did not tell any-
one other than his family and friends, but after a while, he was moved to preach.
His message was simple: there was only one god, Allah (local religious belief was
polytheistic, meaning that they believed in many gods), and the rich should share
their wealth with the poor. As a result, many poor people began to listen to him.
This angered and frightened the rich in Mecca, who thought they would lose their
wealth. They began to persecute Muhammad’s followers, so the growing commu-
nity moved to Medina, where they could live freely and establish a society based
on Islamic teachings. This journey took place in 622 CE and is known as the Hijra
[HIJH-rah]. It marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar.

In Medina, where Muhammad settled, his message of social justice and equal-
ity gained more followers. In time, Muhammad took on both a political role, as a
leader of the city, and a military one. When Medina and Mecca went to war,
Muhammad commanded the troops from Medina, and they defeated the Meccan
troops in a series of battles. By 630 CE, Mecca agreed to submit to Muhammad’s rule,
and Muhammad marched triumphantly into the city. At the center of Mecca was a
large shrine called the Ka`bah where Arabs built shrines to many gods. Muhammad
destroyed the idols (statues and other symbols of gods that the tribes around Mecca
believed in) at the Ka`bah. Since that time, the Ka`bah has become the holiest place
in Islam, a place where every Muslim hopes to make a pilgrimage at least once.
Muhammad sent missionaries throughout Arabia to convert the tribes to Islam, and
from there the religion has spread around the world.

Allah, Qur’an, Jihad
Allah [al-LAH] is the Arabic word that Muhammad used to name the

Supreme Being, or God. According to tradition, Muslims recognize 99 names or
attributes of God, such as “the Merciful” and “the Compassionate.” 

The Qur’an [kuh-RAN] is the holy book of Islam. Muslims believe that Allah
revealed these actual words to Muhammad through the angel Gabriel. The Qur’an
contains rules for daily living, moral principles, references to events in the
Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, and descriptions of Judgment Day and of
heaven and hell.  35

Jihad [jee-HAHD] is the Arabic word for “struggle to do the will of God.” Any
serious effort to fulfill the Qur’an’s command to establish justice and intervene in
corruption and injustice is called jihad. Muslims frequently describe jihad as
being of two kinds. The “greater jihad” includes personal efforts, including con-
trolling negative impulses like greed and anger, and pursuing knowledge in the
service of humanity. The “lesser jihad” is military struggle, to be pursued only
under certain specific circumstances. For example, military jihad must protect
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