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Teaching Idea

Discuss the concept of boycotts with
students. Make sure they understand
how an economic boycott can empower
people with little or no political power
into influencing the more powerful ele-
ments of society to change policy. 

Discuss how people’s willingness to
forgo buying a product or service can
cause severe economic pain. American
colonists individually had no way to
affect British policy. But when they
banded together and boycotted British
goods, their actions caused British
merchants and shippers to lose money.
The merchants and shippers were influ-
ential in changing British policy. 

business, the larger concern was that in time the British government would
attempt to control how other goods were sold by using this same method of grant-
ing monopolies.

Colonists were angered by this tax and continued their boycott of British tea.
In Boston, the Sons of Liberty, led by Sam Adams, mobilized to protest the Tea
Act. They demanded that the East India Company’s merchants resign and
attacked their warehouses. The Sons of Liberty marched in the streets and held
torch-lit meetings. On December 16, 1773, a group of some 50 colonists painted
their faces and dressed up as Mohawks. These “Indians” boarded three British
ships that had recently arrived with cargoes of tea. They went into the ships’ hold
and handed up the casks of tea. On deck, they opened the casks and poured thou-
sands of pounds of tea into Boston Harbor. Their night’s work cost the East India
Company significant losses and resulted in retaliatory laws—called the
Intolerable Acts by colonists—which took harsh action against the port of Boston
and Massachusetts.  39

that if Parliament could govern without these basic rights in Quebec, it could take
these rights from them, too. In the minds of the colonists, the Quebec Act and the
Intolerable Acts coming in the same year widened the gulf between the colonists
and Great Britain. 

First Continental Congress and Protests to King
George III
Some of the colonial leaders decided that it was time to act. A congress of all

the colonies was called to discuss a response to the actions of Parliament and the
king. Twelve of the 13 colonies sent delegates to a meeting in Philadelphia in the
fall of 1774. The royal governor of Georgia would not allow any representatives
from his colony to attend. 

•
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The First Continental Congress, as it was called, adopted the Suffolk
Resolves, which had been passed earlier in Suffolk County, Massachusetts. The
resolves declared the Intolerable Acts unlawful and called for

• a boycott of British goods,

• the formation of a government in Massachusetts to replace the one disband-
ed by the king (the colony was then under the control of General Thomas Gage,
who also commanded the British army in the colonies), and

• all colonies to establish militias.

In addition, the First Continental Congress drafted and sent the Declaration
of Rights and Grievances to King George III. As its name suggests, this document
listed the colonists’ rights as English citizens and their grievances against the
actions of Parliament since 1763. In effect, the colonists were now proposing not
only that their legislatures alone had the right to tax them, but that their legisla-
tures alone could pass laws for them. In this view, Parliament had no right to
adopt any legislation concerning the colonies.

C. The Revolution

to surprise the colonists, but the redcoats wer
activity was noticed by the colonists.

The colonists had discovered that General Gage had r
British fleet anchored in Boston Harbor be prepared to use its longboats to ferry
his soldiers across the Charles River so they would be closer to Concord. But the
colonial soldiers were not sure if this was Gage’s real plan or a ruse to trick them.
The British might also march overland out of Boston. 

One of the observers was Paul Revere, a silversmith by trade and a Patriot.
On the night of April 18, he was prepared to spread the alarm. He wanted to make
sure that when the British left Boston, the Patriots would know which route they
were taking. Then the colonists could estimate how long it would take the red-
coats to arrive at Concord. 

Revere himself would ride out spreading the word that “the British are com-
ing,” but if he could not get past the sentries, there would still be a signal in the
steeple of the North Church. He had arranged for a friend to hang one lantern if the
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Teaching Idea

You may wish to teach two poems
from Language Arts, “Paul Revere’s
Ride” (pp. 38–39) and “Concord
Hymn” (p. 35), in conjunction with
this section. Have students memorize
stanzas from each poem and practice
reciting them to the class. Encourage
students to use vocal expression to
make the words vivid and the poems
sound exciting.


