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Nonfiction Excerpt 5: Selections from the Declaration of Independence

[The Preamble]

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 
the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.—

[A Declaration of Rights]

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. . . .

[A Bill of Indictment]

Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is now the 
necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of government. The 
history of the present king of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny 
over these States. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world. . . .

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing 
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his assent should be obtained; 
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.—

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of 
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the 
legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. . . .

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be 
elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned 
to the people at large for their exercise; the state remaining in the mean time 
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. . . .

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies without the consent of 
our legislatures. . . .
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For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:— For imposing taxes on us 
without our consent:—

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury: . . .

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighbouring province, 
establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries so as to 
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute 
rule into these colonies:—


