Bonus Materials

Important People
in American History

PRESCHOOL

Core Knowledge Language Arts

Activity Pages

Important People
in American History
Activity Pages
Bonus Materials
Preschool
Core Knowledge Language Arts®

Creative Commons Licensing
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.

Credits
Every effort has been taken to trace and acknowledge copyrights. The editors tender their apologies for any accidental infringement
where copyright has proved untraceable. They would be pleased to insert the appropriate acknowledgment in any subsequent edition
of this publication. Trademarks and trade names are shown in this publication for illustrative purposes only and are the property of
their respective owners. The references to trademarks and trade names given herein do not affect their validity.

You are free:
to Share — to copy, distribute and transmit the work
to Remix — to adapt the work

All photographs are used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. unless otherwise noted.

Writer

Illustrators

Under the following conditions:
Attribution — You must attribute the work in the
following manner:

Susan Tyler Hitchcock

Barbara Gibson

b1A-1, b1A-2, b1B-1,
b2A-1, b2A-2, b2B-1

Scott Hammond

b2A-4

Gail McIntosh

b1A-2

This work is based on an original work of the Core
Knowledge® Foundation made available through
licensing under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. This
does not in any way imply that the Core Knowledge
Foundation endorses this work.
Noncommercial — You may not use this work for
commercial purposes.
Share Alike — If you alter, transform, or build upon this
work, you may distribute the resulting work only under
the same or similar license to this one.
With the understanding that:
For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to
others the license terms of this work. The best way to
do this is with a link to this web page:
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Copyright © 2013 Core Knowledge Foundation
www.coreknowledge.org
All Rights Reserved.
Core Knowledge Language Arts, Listening & Learning,
and Tell It Again! are trademarks of the Core Knowledge
Foundation.
Trademarks and trade names are shown in this book strictly
for illustrative and educational purposes and are the property
of their respective owners. References herein should not
be regarded as affecting the validity of said trademarks and
trade names.

Photographs
Library of Congress

b2A-4

Cherry Cobbler Recipe

1. Put two spoonfuls
of cherries in the bowl.
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Tell students they are going to follow a recipe, which
is a set of directions that tells you how to make something. Point to the pictures and explain each step as
each student makes their own cherry cobbler. As you
eat the cobbler, ask students to retell “The Legend of
George Washington and the Cherry Tree.”

2. Put one spoonful of yogurt
on top of the cherries.
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You will need:
Bowls, spoons, and napkins
Cherries
Granola
Plain, vanilla, or cherry yogurt

3. Sprinkle granola on top
of the yogurt.

Dear Family Member,
Your child is learning about George Washington because we are nearing President’s
Day. Over the next few days, your child will be learning more about our first
president, George Washington. Read the story below with your child to help him/her
remember what s/he learned about “The Legend of George Washington and the
Cherry Tree” in school. Discuss the moral of the story with your child (honesty). You
may also talk with your child about the types of fruits that grow in orchards.

The Legend of
George Washington and the Cherry Tree
Long, long ago a boy named George
Washington lived in America. George
lived on a farm with his mother and
father. George and his family grew
crops like corn and raised animals like
cows on their farm. There was also an
orchard with many fruit trees on the
Washington’s farm. George’s father,
Mr. Washington, was proud of his
fruit trees—especially a young cherry
tree that he had received as a gift.
There is a famous story about George
Washington and that cherry tree.
Once upon a time, when George
Washington was a boy, his father
gave him a brand new axe. He used it
on logs in the woodpile: chop! chop!
chop! But then he wanted to see
whether he could use it to chop down
a living tree.
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The moral of this story about young George
Washington is that it is better to be brave
and tell the truth, no matter what the
consequences, than to lie.

“I am very sorry, too, George,” he said. Then his
voice turned a bit kinder. “But it is good that
you have told me the truth. I would rather lose
a cherry tree than have you tell a lie.”

“You did?” asked his father. “I was looking
forward to eating cherries from that tree, every
summer, for years to come!”
“I am so sorry,” said young George Washington.
Mr. Washington had a stern look on his face.

Mr. Washington asked, “George, do you know
what happened to my cherry tree?” George
knew he had done something wrong. He felt
ashamed and scared, because he knew his
father was upset. George took a deep breath
and said, “Father, I cannot tell a lie. I cut down
the cherry tree.”

When Mr. Washington came home, he couldn’t
believe what he saw. His favorite new cherry tree
had been chopped right in half. Mr. Washington
felt angry that he would never eat the delicious,
sweet cherries from his favorite tree.

So George Washington went into his father’s
orchard. He found a sturdy young tree and set
to work with his new axe: chop! chop! chop!
That new axe cut right through the trunk of the
young tree. Crash! The tree fell to the ground.

Tell Me About
George Washington

Be sure that your child remembers “The Legend of George Washington and the
Cherry Tree.” Remind your child that a legend is a story which didn’t actually happen.
Tell him/her that you are going to ask some questions, and that the pictures give two
different answers. S/he should draw a circle around the picture that shows the right
answer.

1. What happened to the cherry tree?

2. Who chopped down the cherry tree?

3. How did George’s father feel about his tree
being chopped down?

4. What did George tell his father?
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ANSWERS: 1. It was chopped down. 2.
George (young boy) 3. Angry 4. That
he chopped down the tree (the truth)

Making an
American Flag

To complete this activity, students will need scissors, glue, a pencil, a red crayon or marker, tape,
and a dowel or straw to use as a flagpole. Help students follow the directions to make an American
flag. Make sure students follow the directions from left to right and then top to bottom.

1. Cut out blue rectangle with white stars.

2. Glue it onto your striped flag cut-out.

3. Color every other stripe red. Tape your flag to
a “pole” (soda straw, stick, chopstick, pencil).
b2A-1
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Cutouts provided
on separate pages

Cutout for Making an American Flag
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Cutout for Making an American Flag
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Dear Family Member,
Your child is learning about George Washington because it is near President’s Day.
Read the story below with your child to help him/her remember what s/he learned
about George Washington, Betsy Ross, and the American flag in school. Talk with
your child about the stars, stripes, and colors on the American Flag. You might go
on a neighborhood walk to see how many American flags you can spot together
or you might fly your own American flag in celebration of President’s Day.

The Legend of
George Washington and Betsy Ross
Long, long ago a boy named
George Washington lived in
America. When he grew up,
everyone thought he was such
a good person that they asked
him to be the first president of
the United States of America.
As the first president, George
Washington had a lot of work
to do. He talked and listened
to many other people. All of
the people he talked to were
very proud of their country, the
United States of America. They
wanted a way to show just
how they felt about the United
States. George Washington had
an idea. “We need a flag for our
new country,” he said. “We need
someone who can sew a flag
for the United States. I know
just the person who can help.”
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“Stars and stripes!” said George Washington.
“What a good idea, Betsy. A flag like that will
look good waving in the wind. It will show how
proud we are of our country.” And that is how
Betsy Ross made the first flag for the United
States of America.

Everyone thought that looked good.
“For the rest of the flag,” said Betsy Ross,
“I sewed long pieces of red and white cloth
together to make stripes.”

Betsy Ross explained to George Washington
how she had made the flag.
“I cut stars with five points out of white cloth,”
she said. “I sewed them onto a piece of blue
cloth, so they would look like stars in the sky.”

“I have never sewn a flag before,” she said, “but I
have some ideas about what it should look like.
Let’s use bright colors,” she said. “How about
red, white, and blue? George Washington said
that he liked that idea.

One day, George Washington went to visit
Betsy Ross at her shop. “We need a flag for the
United States of America,” he told her. Her eyes
lit up.

George Washington was thinking of Betsy
Ross. Betsy Ross had learned how to use a
thread and needle in school, and she had
become very good at sewing. She was so good
at sewing that she opened her own shop so
people could come and ask her to sew things
for them.

Tell Me About the
American Flag

Be sure that your child rembers the legend of Betsy Ross and the American flag. Tell him/
her that you are going to ask some questions about Betsy Ross and the flag, and that the
pictures give two different answers. S/he should draw a circle around the picture that
shows the right answer. Read the questions aloud and help him/her find the right picture.

1. What did George Washington ask Betsy Ross
to make for him?

2. What did Betsy Ross use to sew
the American flag?

3. What flag did Betsy Ross make for
President Washington?

4. How does the American flag look today?
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