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I. ABSTRACT 

Dive into the wonderful world of water with this unit that integrates multiple hands-on lessons 
from several subject areas including science, language, and art.  With an assortment of literature 
selections and activities, this unit will appeal to students with a variety of learning styles.  Each 
lesson is designed to teach students about the water cycle.  They will explore each stage of the 
cycle and the various forms of water, including ground water, water vapor, clouds and 
precipitation.  Students will also learn to respect, value, and conserve one of our world’s most 
precious resources. 

 
II. OVERVIEW 

A. Concept Objectives  
1. Students will understand the term cycle and determine how the continuous 

movement of water, on earth, relates to it. 
2. Students will develop a knowledge base of the three components of the water 

cycle (evaporation, condensation, precipitation). 
3. Students will gain an appreciation for the importance of water and how all living 

things depend on it. 
4. Students will develop an awareness about ways to conserve water in their own 

living environment.    
B. Content from the Core Knowledge Sequence  

1. Most of the earth’s surface is covered by water.   
2. The water cycle 

a. Evaporation and condensation 
b. Water vapor in the air, humidity 
c. Clouds:  cirrus, cumulus, stratus 
d. Precipitation, groundwater 

C. Skill Objectives  
1. Students will create a miniature model of the water cycle. 
2. Students will observe and describe how water changes in the water cycle. 
3. Students will create a diagram illustrating the three components of the water 

cycle. 
4. Students will sequence the steps of the water cycle in the proper order. 
5. Students will sing a song about the water cycle as they act out the water cycle 

ballet. 
6. Students will brainstorm ideas and complete a prewriting story web. 
7. Students will write and edit a creative story, about a raindrop, that includes the 

three main components of the water cycle.    
8. Students will use cotton balls to make examples of the three main types of clouds 

and identify their correct placement in the sky. 
9. Students will match each type of cloud with its correct definition. 
10. Students will observe and describe shapes they recognize in the clouds. 
11. Students will create their own “cloud” with white paint and describe what it 

looks like.  
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12. Students will create a poster which encourages others to conserve water. 
 

III. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 
A. For Teachers  

1.   Hirsch, E.D. Jr.  What Your Second Grader Needs to Know.  New York, NY:    
                   Doubleday, 1998.  ISBN 0-385-48120-9 

2. de Paola, Tomie  The Cloud Book.  New York:  Holiday House, 1975.  ISBN  
0-823-40259-2 

B. For Students 
1. Students will need to be familiar with the steps of the writing process. 
 

IV. RESOURCES  
A. Robinson, Fay  Where Do Puddles Go 
B. Cole, Joanna  The Magic School Bus Wet All Over 
C. The Education Center  The Mailbox 1999-2000 Yearbook 
D. Branley, Franklyn  Down Comes the Rain 
E. de Paola, Tomie  The Cloud Book 
F. Shaw, Charles  It Looked Like Spilled Milk 
G. Cherry, Lynne  A River Ran Wild 
H. Hirsch, E.D. Jr.  What Your Second Grader Needs to Know 
I. Copies of Appendices A-K 
 

V. LESSONS 
Lesson One: The Water Cycle-Part One 
A. Daily Objectives  

1. Concept Objectives 
a. Students will understand the term, cycle, and determine how the 

continuous movement of water, on earth, relates to it. 
b. Students will develop a knowledge base of the three components of the 

water cycle. 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Evaporation and condensation 
b. Precipitation, groundwater  

3. Skill Objectives 
a. Students will create a miniature model of the water cycle. 
b. Students will observe and describe how water changes in the water cycle. 

B. Materials  
1. 2 equal sized baby food jars (for each pair of students) 
2. electrical tape 
3. ice 
4. water 
5. observation sheet (Appendix A) 

C. Key Vocabulary  
1. cycle – a repeated sequence of events 
2. evaporation – to change into vapor 
3. condensation – the process of a gas or vapor changing into a liquid 
4. precipitation –  any form of water, such as rain, sleet, hail, or snow that falls to 

the earth’s surface 
D. Procedures/Activities  
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1. Read and discuss Where Do Puddles Go, by Fay Robinson. 
2. Review the lesson’s key vocabulary words as they relate to the pictures and text 

of the story. 
3. Pass out supplies and explain to students that they will be creating a miniature 

model of the water cycle.  Have them work with a partner. 
4. Have students fill one of their jars ¼ full of water. 
5. Instruct them to turn the second jar upside down and secure it in place using a 

piece of electrical tape. 
6. Ask students to draw a picture of their jars and record where/what the water is 

doing.   
7. Place the jars outside in a warm, sunny location. 
8. Have students draw their jars again and record what has happened/changed inside 

the jar. 
9. Give each pair of students an ice cube and have them place it on top of their jars.  
10. Observe and record the results.  
11. Review the vocabulary words and tell students to label their diagrams to show 

where they see examples of evaporation, condensation, and precipitation. 
12. Have students share their results with one another and discuss any 

similarities/differences that were apparent.   
E. Assessment/Evaluation  

1. Collect and review students’ observation sheets (Appendix A) for accurate 
drawings and correct labeling. 

 
Lesson Two: The Water Cycle-Part Two 
A. Daily Objectives  

1. Concept Objectives 
a. Students will understand the term cycle and determine how the 

continuous movement of water on Earth, relates to it. 
b. Students will develop a knowledge base of the three components of the 

water cycle (evaporation, condensation, precipitation). 
2. Lesson Content  

a. The Water Cycle 
a. Evaporation and condensation 
b. Water vapor in the air, humidity 
c. Precipitation and groundwater. 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. Students will create a diagram illustrating the three components of the 

water cycle. 
b. Students will sequence the steps of the water cycle in the proper order. 

B. Materials  
1. The Magic School Bus: Wet All Over 
2. 8 ½” x 11” sheet of white card stock for diagram  
3. Sequence worksheet (Appendix B) 
4. Cotton balls 
5. Crayons or markers 
6. glue 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. groundwater – water beneath the earth’s surface 
2. humidity – dampness/moisture in the atmosphere 
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D. Procedures/Activities  
1. Read and discuss The Magic School Bus: Wet All Over. 
2. Review vocabulary and concepts from Lesson One. 
3. Present and discuss new vocabulary words and meanings. 
4. On the front board draw an example of the water cycle (use pg. 306 in What Your 

Second Grader Needs to Know as a reference).  
5. Have students label and explain the cycle through class discussion. 
6. Ask students to complete their own drawing of the water cycle on the top half of 

their card stock. 
7. Have students glue cotton balls to their picture to make the clouds. 
8. Using the sequence worksheet (Appendix B), have students cut and paste the 

sentence strips in the proper order under the created diagram. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation  

1. Collect and grade diagram/sequencing activity.  Check for proper labeling and 
order of sentence strips. 

 
Lesson Three: Down Comes the Rain 
A. Daily Objectives  

1. Concept Objectives 
a. Students will understand the term cycle and determine how the 

continuous movement of water, on earth, relates to it. 
b. Students will develop a knowledge base of the three components of the 

water cycle. 
c. Students will gain an appreciation for the importance of water and how 

all living things depend on it. 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Evaporation and condensation 
b. Precipitation, groundwater 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. Students will sing a song about the water cycle as they act out the water 

cycle ballet. 
b. Students will brainstorm ideas and complete a prewriting story web. 
c. Students will write and edit a creative story, about a raindrop, that 

includes the three main components of the water cycle.    
B. Materials 

1. Water cycle diagram from lesson two  
2. Water cycle song (Mailbox Yearbook, pg. 171) 
3. “Adventures of Drip Drop” story (Appendix C) 
4. Rubric for assessing stories  
5. Prewriting story web (Appendix E) 
6. Chart paper 
7. Markers 

C. Key Vocabulary  
1. Review precipitation 
2. rain – water drops that fall from the clouds 
3. sleet – a mixture of rain and snow or hail 
4. hail – frozen raindrops; ice pellets 
5. snow – flakes of frozen water  

D. Procedures/Activities 
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1. Before beginning the lesson, review the material that was covered in lesson one. 
2. Read and discuss Down Comes the Rain by Franklyn Branley. 
3. Introduce and discuss the new vocabulary words. 
4. Teach students the water cycle song (Mailbox Yearbook, pg. 171).   Display the 

song on an overhead or on chart paper for students to see.  
5. After going over the song a few times, demonstrate the water cycle ballet for the 

students. The students will pretend they are raindrops lying on the ground and 
they will be going through the steps of the water cycle.  Encourage students to 
use their imaginations by thinking about all the different places a raindrop could 
be on the Earth.  

6. Break the students up into small groups.  The students start by standing up and 
moving around slowly in their designated areas.  Tell the students the raindrops 
are starting to condense.  (Students should start to come closer and closer 
together.)  They should relate this process to a cloud forming and the term 
“condensation.”  Once the students are gathered in a tight circle, tell the students 
the cloud is too heavy and it cannot take any more droplets of rain.  It starts to 
rain.  (The students should fall carefully to the ground.)  Remind the students that 
rain is one form of precipitation.  All the students should be lying on the floor 
and imagining they part of a puddle, a pond, an ocean, etc.  Tell the students the 
sun is coming out and it’s getting hotter and hotter.  The students should then 
start standing up and pretending they are going up to the sky.  The students 
should relate this process to evaporation.  Repeat the water cycle ballet until the 
students are familiar with the cycle and the terms.  Once students are familiar 
with both the song and the ballet, have the students sing the song while they act 
out the water cycle ballet.  

7. Have students return to their seats to listen to the “Drip the Raindrop” story. 
(Appendix C) 

8. Explain to the students that they will be pretending they are some form of 
precipitation falling from the sky.  The students will write about their adventures 
on their way to Earth and also their adventures once they have landed.   

9. Before the students start their brainstorming, discuss and review the elements of 
a good story.  Review the following story elements with the students:  setting, 
characters, beginning, middle, and end. 

10. Pass out the rubric (Appendix D) which will be used to assess students’ stories, 
and discuss what makes a good story.  Brainstorm some ideas for a possible Drip 
the Raindrop story.  (Where will Drip land?  What will Drip see? etc.) 

11. Fill out one prewriting story web (Appendix E) as a class and a write a class 
story.  This will help give students some guidance before they start their own 
story. 

12. After completing a story web and writing an example story with the class, give 
each student their own story web (Appendix E) and encourage students to 
brainstorm.  Remind students to include the three steps of the water cycle.   

13. When the students have completed the story web, they will begin the rough draft 
of their story.  Once students have finished the rough draft, have students peer 
edit their stories.   

14. Students will then turn in their stories for a final edit session with the teacher.  
Students will complete their final draft after the final edit session.  

15. Pass out and explain the directions for completing “The Water Diary”(Appendix 
I,  for use in Lesson Six). 

E. Assessment/Evaluation  
1. A rubric (Appendix D) will be used to score individual stories. 

2003 Core Knowledge® National Conference, Take a Spin Around the Water Cycle, Grade 2 5 



 
 
 
Lesson Four: Clouds-Part One 
A. Daily Objectives  

1. Concept Objective 
a. Students will develop a knowledge base of the three components of the 

water cycle (evaporation, condensation, precipitation). 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Clouds:  cirrus, cumulus, stratus 
3. Skill Objectives 

a. Students will use cotton balls to make examples of the three main types 
of clouds and identify their correct placement in the sky. 

b. Students will match each type of cloud with its correct definition. 
B. Materials  

1. The Cloud Book, by Tomie de Paola 
2. construction paper (4 sheets per student) 
3. directions for pyramid/quadrant construction (Appendix F) 
4. cotton balls 
5. crayons, colored pencils, and/or markers 
6. scissors 
7. glue 
8. cloud descriptions (Appendix G) 
9. checklist (Appendix H) 

C. Key Vocabulary  
1. cloud – a white or gray object that floats in the air and contains tiny water 

droplets or ice particles 
2. cirrus – white, feathery clouds that are the highest in the sky 
3. stratus – low altitude clouds consisting of layered sheets of gray   
4. cumulus – fluffy, white clouds with multiple, rounded tops and flat bottoms 

D. Procedures/Activities  
1. Through a class discussion, review the information and vocabulary that was 

introduced in the previous lessons.   
2. Remind students that condensation is the part of the water cycle in which water 

vapor in the air is cooled, creating water droplets that join together to make 
clouds. 

3. Ask students if all clouds look the same?  Have them share, in their own words, 
what makes clouds the same or different.  Lead them to the conclusion that there 
is more than one type of cloud. 

4. Read The Cloud Book, by Tomie de Paola. 
5. Introduce the lesson’s key vocabulary words. 
6. Encourage students to use adjectives to describe the appearance and 

characteristics of each of the three main cloud types. 
7. Discuss where each type of cloud would be positioned in the sky (i.e. high, 

low/near the ground, etc.) 
8. Give each student four pieces of construction paper.  Using the pyramid 

directions (Appendix F) help students to fold and cut the four individual 
quadrants of the pyramid. 
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9. Before gluing, have students draw a picture of the skyline on three of the 
quadrants.  Be sure they understand that line segment CB will be the horizon of 
their picture.  Remind students about the position of each cloud type in the sky 
(This will affect how much of the buildings, trees, etc. can be seen).   

10. Pass out a few cotton balls to each student.  Have them reshape the cotton to 
create each type of cloud.   

11. Complete each quadrant by having students cut line segment DE and fold/overlap 
the paper so line segment DE touches line segment CE.  Then glue into place.  
Ask students to also glue each of the cotton ball clouds in the sky of the 
appropriate picture.   

12. Pass out the list of cloud definitions (Appendix G).  Have students cut apart the 
definitions.  After reading each definition, students should glue them at the 
bottom of the quadrant that contains the type of cloud defined. 

13. Tell students to use the last construction paper quadrant to create a title page for 
their pyramid project.  Discuss what the title page should include:  appropriate 
title, author’s name, illustration, etc. 

14. Once all quadrants have been completed, show students how to put the pyramid 
together by gluing all four quadrants back to back.   

E. Assessment/Evaluation  
1. Use the checklist provided (Appendix H) to assess students’ finished 

cloud pyramids. 
 

Lesson Five:  Clouds-Part Two 
A. Daily Objectives  

1. Concept Objective 
a. Students will develop a knowledge base of the three components of the 

water cycle. (evaporation, condensation, precipitation) 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Clouds:  cirrus, cumulus, stratus 
3. Skill Objectives 

a. Students will observe and describe shapes they recognize in the clouds. 
b. Students will create their own “cloud” with white paint and describe 

what it looks like.  
B. Materials  

1. blue construction paper (one for each student) 
2. white paint (a small amount for each student) 
3. It Looks Like Spilled Milk by Charles Shaw 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. interpretation – creating a personal explanation or meaning 
2. imagination – the creative power used to form mental images  

D. Procedures/Activities  
1. Review the water cycle by singing the water cycle song and acting out the water 

cycle ballet from lesson three.  Also, review the three types of clouds and their 
characteristics. 

2. Introduce and discuss the new vocabulary words. 
3. Read It Looks Like Spilled Milk by Charles Shaw. 
4. Take the students outside to observe the clouds.  Have the students lie on their 

backs and share the shapes they recognize in the clouds. 
5. Go back in the classroom and give each student a blue piece of construction 

paper.  Have students fold the blue construction paper in half, length-wise.  Tell 
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the students to open the paper up.  The students should have a crease in the 
middle of the paper. 

6. Put a small amount of white paint along the crease in the middle of the paper and 
fold the paper back together. 

7. Tell the students to smooth the paper out with their hands. 
8. Open up the paper and observe the shape. 
9. On their paper ask students to write and complete the following sentence:  It 

looked like… 
E. Assessment/Evaluation  

1.  Teacher observation of student participation and completion of the project. 
 
 Lesson Six:  Conservation 

A. Daily Objectives 
1. Concept Objectives 

a. Students will gain an appreciation for the importance of water and how 
living things depend on it. 

b. Students will develop an awareness about ways to conserve water in their 
own living environment. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. The water cycle-conservation of water 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. Students will create a poster which encourages others to conserve water. 

B. Materials 
1. blue construction paper 
2. raindrop pattern  
3. scissors 
4. markers/crayons 
5. A River Ran Wild by Lynne Cherry 
6. completed water diaries (handed out in Lesson 3) 
7. poster evaluation score sheet (Appendix J) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. conservation – preserving, guarding or protecting natural resources 
2. waste – to use carelessly  
3. resource – an available supply of something that can be used when needed 
4. pollution – the contamination of water by harmful substances   

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Brainstorm a list of ideas, as a class, about the many ways we use water.  Allow 

students to use their completed water diary to help. 
2. Introduce the lesson’s key vocabulary. 
3. Read A River Ran Wild by Lynne Cherry 
4. After listening to the story discuss other ways that we misuse and waste water. 
5. Encourage students to think of ways that people can conserve and/or use water 

more wisely.    
6. Pass out a piece of blue construction paper to each student.  Provide a raindrop 

pattern and give students time to trace and cut out the raindrop pattern . 
7. Have students create a poster which encourages others to conserve water.   Allow 

them to use crayons and/or markers to decorate their posters with pictures and 
slogans that will effectively communicate their message. 
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8. Ask students to share their posters with one another and discuss the important 
message that their poster expresses. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Students’ posters will be entered in a grade-wide contest.  Using a scoring sheet, 

provided by the teacher (Assessment J), the art teacher and principal will judge 
student’s posters based on creativity, neatness, and the effectiveness of the 
message communicated.  

 
VI. CULMINATING ACTIVITY  

A. Review Test:  Students’ understanding of the unit objectives will be tested using a written 
examination, which will include a variety of matching, and fill in the blank questions.  
(Appendix K) 

B. Students will participate in a “Water Day”. 
 

VII. HANDOUTS/WORKSHEETS  
A. Appendices A-K 
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Appendix A 
 
 

STEP ONE:  DIAGRAM OBSERVATIONS 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  
  
  

 
STEP TWO:  DIAGRAM OBSERVATIONS 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
STEP THREE:  DIAGRAM OBSERVATIONS 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

2003 Core Knowledge® National Conference, Take a Spin Around the Water Cycle, Grade 2 10 



Appendix B 
 
 
Directions:  Cut out each of the strips below.  Glue the strips below your diagram of the water cycle in the 
correct order. 
 

The droplets of water become heavy. 

The water vapor cools down as it rises.  

The heavy droplets fall back to the earth as rain, sleet, hail or snow. 

The sun heats the water. 

The tiny water droplets join together to form clouds. 

The water is warmed, turns into vapor, and rises into the air. 

The cooled water vapor forms tiny droplets of water.  

More water droplets join together inside the clouds. 
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Appendix C 
 

The Adventures of Drip the Raindrop 
 

Once upon a time, high above a small town not very far from your own, 
there sat an excited little raindrop waiting to fall.  He sat with his friends, high in 
the clouds, telling stories and growing larger until at last he was so heavy he could 
not float any longer.  He began to fall toward the earth.  He tumbled back and forth 
doing somersaults in the air.  This was Drip’s favorite part of the water cycle.  He 
knew that in just a short while he would land in a new, exciting place somewhere 
in the great big world below.  Thoughts quickly raced through his head as he 
remembered of all the fantastic places that he had been before.   

Once he had landed in Japan helping farmers to water their rice fields.  
Another time he fell into a deep well where he watched children throw in shiny 
coins as they made special wishes that they hoped would come true.  He’d even 
landed in the towering Himalayas where he instantly turned to snow.   

He often wished he could visit the Great Lakes of North America or the 
rushing waters of the Amazon River surrounded by the beautiful sights and sound 
of the South American rainforests.  As his thoughts wandered again to another 
exciting place to land, he realized he was almost there.  Finally Drip was close 
enough to see the ground below.... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adapted from “The Adventures of Drip Drop”, Weather, Instructional Fair, Inc.  1992 
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Appendix D 
 

 Performance:  Drip Drop Writing   
Element #1 Element #2 Element #3 Element #4 Element 

Scale Content Organization Sentence Structure Writing Mechanics 
Weights 40% 30% 15% 15% 

5 

Story includes all three 
elements of the water 

cycle and the terms are 
used correctly. 

Story has a clear 
beginning, middle, and 
end.  Introduction tells 
when and where.  The 
middle includes three 

events that explain 
Drip’s adventure. The 
student tells how the 

story ends.   

Story has complete 
sentences and there is 

sentence variety 
throughout the story. 

All sentences begin with 
capital letters and end 

with the correct 
punctuation marks.  The 

spelling is 100% 
accurate.   

4 

Story includes all three 
elements of the water 
cycle, but one or more 

of the terms are not 
used correctly. 

Story has a clear 
beginning, middle, and 
end. Introduction tells 
when and where.  The 

middle includes two 
events of Drip's 

adventure.  The student 
tells how the story ends.   

Story has complete 
sentences and 75% of 

the sentences have 
variety.   

One or two sentences 
are missing a capital 

letter at the beginning or 
punctuation marks at 
the end of sentences.  
There are one or two 

misspelled words. 

3 

Story includes two of the 
three elements of the 
water cycle and the 

terms are used 
correctly. 

Story has beginning, 
middle, and end, but the 

details are unclear.  
Introduction tells when 
and where. The middle 
includes two events, but 
the events do not follow 
an organized sequence. 
The ending of the story 

is quick and abrupt.   

Story has one or two 
incomplete sentences 

and 50% of the 
sentences have variety. 

Three or four sentences 
are missing a capital 

letter at the beginning or 
punctuation marks at 
the end of sentences.  
There are three or four 

misspelled words. 

2 

Story includes two of the 
three elements of the 

water cycle, but one or 
more is not used 

correctly. 

The story has a 
beginning and end, but 
the middle lacks events 

and details of Drip’s 
adventure.  The 

introduction includes 
when and where.  The 
middle includes one 
event and the ending 
does not flow with the 

story.   

Story has three to five 
incomplete sentences 

and there is no 
sentence variety. 

Five or six sentences 
are missing capital letter 

at the beginning or 
punctuation marks at 
the end of sentences.  
There are five or six 
miss spelled words. 

1 

Story includes one of 
the three elements of 
the water cycle and is 

used correctly.  

The story does not show 
evidence of a middle.  

The introduction 
includes when and 
where.  The middle 

does not give details of 
Drip’s adventure.  There 

is no ending. 

Story has over five 
incomplete sentences 

with no sentence 
variety. 

There are more than six 
sentences with missing 

capital letters at the 
beginning and missing 
punctuation marks at 
the end of sentences.  

There are more than six 
misspelled words.   
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“Drip the
Raindrop”

Beginning

Characters

Setting

Middle
Event #1

Event #2

Event #3

End

Solution/Conclusion

Appendix E

 
 



Appendix F 
 

Fold a 9”x12” piece of construction paper using the guide below. 
• Fold the paper so that the top edge meets each side edge forming folds on line AD 

and line BC. 
• Cut along line DE. 
• Overlap the paper so line segment DE touches line segment CE, and glue it into 

place. 
 
     
 A                                                                                               B  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C                                                                                                D  
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Appendix G 
 
 

Cloud Descriptions:  Cut out each of the descriptions below and glue them onto the correct 
quadrant of your pyramid. 
 
 

Cirrus clouds are white and feathery.  
They are the highest clouds in the sky.  
They are sometimes called mares’ tails. 

Cumulus clouds are puffy and look like 
cotton balls.  They have flat bottoms and 
are low in the sky.  They are always 
changing their shape. 

Stratus clouds are low in the sky.  They 
look like sheets of gray and are 
sometimes called rain clouds. 
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Appendix H 
 
 

Cloud Pyramid Checklist 
 

Student’s Name_____________________________ 
 
Date__________________________________ 
 
 
______ The table contains four quadrants - one for the title page and three for 

the three main types of clouds. (2 points possible) 
______ The title page contains the title, the student’s name, and an appropriate 

illustration. (3 points possible) 
______ Clouds are shaped correctly according to the descriptions given.  (9 

points possible) 
______ The clouds are placed at an appropriate level in the sky.  (6 points 

possible)   
______ The work is neat and organized. (5 points possible) 

 
Total Points Received: ________ 
 
 
Student’s Name_____________________________ 
 
Date__________________________________ 
 
 
______ The table contains four quadrants - one for the title page and three for 

the three main types of clouds. (2 points possible) 
______ The title page contains the title, the student’s name, and an appropriate 

illustration. (3 points possible) 
______ Clouds are shaped correctly according to the descriptions given.  (9 

points possible) 
______ The clouds are placed at an appropriate level in the sky.  (6 points 

possible)   
______ The work is neat and organized. (5 points possible) 

 
Total Points Received: ________ 
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Appendix I 
 

“Water Diary” 
 
Directions:  Please date your entry and keep track of each time you 
use/consume water throughout the day.  (Ex.  8:00 am – made orange juice, 
8:15 – brushed my teeth, 9:00 – played in the sprinklers etc.) 
 
  
  

MONDAY  
     
  
  
  
  

TUESDAY  
     
  
  
  
  
WEDNESDAY  
  
  
  
  
  

THURSDAY  
  
  
  
  
  

FRIDAY  
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Appendix J 
 
 
 

Poster Evaluation/Score Sheet 
 

_____  Creative slogan that encourages water conservation (6 points possible) 
 
_____  Originality of message (3 points possible) 
 
_____  Neatness (4 points possible) 
 
_____  Appropriate picture/visual that reinforces slogan (5 points possible) 
 
_____  Poster provides realistic suggestion/solution for conserving water (7 points possible) 
 
 
Student’s Name:___________________________     Class:________________________________ 
 
Total Points Scored:  __________  (out of 25 possible) 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

Poster Evaluation/Score Sheet 
 

_____  Creative slogan that encourages water conservation (6 points possible) 
 
_____  Originality of message (3 points possible) 
 
_____  Neatness (4 points possible) 
 
_____  Appropriate picture/visual that reinforces slogan (5 points possible) 
 
_____  Poster provides realistic suggestion/solution for conserving water (7 points possible) 
 
 
Student’s Name:___________________________     Class:________________________________ 
 
Total Points Scored:  __________  (out of 25 possible) 
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Appendix K (page one) 
 
 

The Water Cycle 
 

Part A  - Draw a line to match each vocabulary word to its correct definition. 
(3 points) 
 
evaporation  water droplets bump into one another and join together to form 

clouds 
 

condensation  the water droplets become too heavy to float and they drop to the 
ground 
   

precipitation  the sun’s heat turns the water into vapor which mixes with the air 
and rises into the sky 
  

 
 
Part B – Draw a diagram of the water cycle below.  Draw arrows to show 
what direction the water is moving in, and label the diagram using the three 
vocabulary words given in the section above.  (9 points) 
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Appendix K (page two) 
 

Part C  - Fill in the blanks below to complete each sentence correctly. (5 
points) 
 

1. A ______________________ is a sequence of events that happens over and 
over again. 

 
2. Most of the earth is covered with ____________________ . 

 
3. Water that is beneath the earth’s surface is called _____________________. 

 
4. ______________________ is moisture in the air. 
 
5. One way that I can conserve water is _______________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________. 
 
 

 
Part D  - Draw a line to match each cloud type to its correct description. (3 
points) 
 
cirrus  white, feathery clouds that are the highest in the sky 

 
stratus  puffy, white clouds with multiple rounded tops and flat bottoms 

   
cumulus  low clouds that look like sheets of gray 
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