
 

BEYOND CHOPSTICKS AND RICE 
Grade Level:    8th Grade 
Presented by: Lisa Adams, Laura Campbell, Jenni Jones, Tom Provenzano, Carole Richardson, and  

Karen Sonnanstine, Three Oaks Middle School, Fort Myers, Florida 
Length of Unit: varies depending on content area  
 
I. ABSTRACT 

The content of this Eighth Grade interdisciplinary unit will dispel the stereotypical American 
images of China.  Through reading The Good Earth, exploring China’s geography, and delving into 
China’s history, the student will understand China and its people from a new point of view.  The 
strategies employed in the unit will address the needs of the general education and gifted 
populations as well as those students with various exceptionalities.  Activities will range from 
experiential activities to keeping a diary. 

 
II. OVERVIEW 

A. Concept Objectives 
1. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences communicated 

across cultures.  
2. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective across 

cultures. 
3. The student understands that most natural events occur in comprehensible, consistent 

patterns. 
B. Content    

History and Geography (pages 186-187, 190) 
1. Creation of People’s Republic of China 

a. China under European domination 
• Opium Wars, Boxer Rebellion 
• Sun Yat Sen 

b. Communists take power 
• Mao Zedong:  The Long March 
• Defeat of nationalists led by Chiang Kai-Shek 
• Soviet-Communist Chinese 30 Year Friendship Treaty 

c. Geography of China 
• Overview: 

One-fifth of world population 
4,000-year-old culture 
Third largest national territory, regional climate 

• Physical features 
o Huang He (Yellow) River, Chang Jiang (Yangtze) River 
o Tibetan Plateau, Gobi Desert 
o Yellow Sea, East China Sea, South China Sea 
o Great Wall, Grand Canal 

• Social and economic characteristics 
o Major cities:  Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou (formerly 

Canton), Shenyang 
o World’s largest producer of coal and agricultural products, 

major mineral producer 
• Multi-dialectal, including Mandarin, Cantonese 
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     • Hong Kong, special coastal economic zones 
     • Taiwan, Taipei 

2. China under Communism 
a. The Cultural Revolution 
b. Tiananmen Square 

 
English  (Pages 184-185) 
3. Novels - The Good Earth (Pearl Buck) 
4. Elements of Fiction 

a. Review: 
•     plot and setting 
• theme 
• point of view in narration:  omniscient narrator, third person limited, first 

person 
• conflict:  external and internal 
• suspense and climax 

b. Characterization 
• as delineated through a character’s thoughts, words, and deeds; through the 

narrator’s description; and through what other characters say 
• flat and round; static and dynamic 
• motivation 
• protagonist and antagonist 

c. Tone and Diction 
5. Literary Terms 

a. Irony:  verbal, situational, dramatic 
   b. Flashbacks and foreshadowing 

c. Hyperbole, oxymoron, parody  
 

  Science (Review of  6th grade concepts -  page 152) 
6. Plate tectonics 

a. Crust movements 
• The surface of earth is made up of rigid plates that are in constant motion. 
• Plates move because molten rock rises and falls under the crust causing 

slowly flowing currents under the plates. 
• Plates move at speeds ranging from 1 to 4 inches (5-10 cm) per year. 
• Earthquakes usually occur where stress has been built up by plates moving in 

opposite directions against each other Earthquakes cause waves (vibrations), 
which have: 

o Focus, the point below the surface where the quake begins 
o Epicenter, the point on the surface above the focus 

• Energy released is measured in the Richter scale; each unit increase on the 
Richter scale represents a tenfold increase in energy released. 

 
  Visual Arts  (Review of 4th grade concepts – page 98) 

7. The Art of China 
a. Become familiar with examples of Chinese art 

    • Silk Scrolls 
• Calligraphy (the art of brush writing and painting) 
• Porcelain 
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C. Skill Objectives 
1. The student constructs meaning from a wide variety of texts. [Florida Sunshine State 

Standard: LA.A.2.3] 
2. The student uses the writing processes effectively. [Florida Sunshine State Standard: 

LA.B.1.3] 
  3. The student understands the common features of a variety of literary forms.  
   [Florida Sunshine State Standard: LA.E.1.3] 
  4. The student responds critically to fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.  
   [Florida Sunshine State Standard: LA.E.2.3] 
  5. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective. 
   [Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.A.1.3] 
  6. The student understands Western and Eastern civilization since the 
    Renaissance. [Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.A.3.3] 

7. The student understands the world in spatial terms.  [Florida Sunshine State Standard:  
SS.B.1.3] 

8. The student understands the interactions of people and the physical environment. 
[Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.B.2.3] 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

The student understands the characteristics of different economic systems and 
institutions. [Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.D.2.3] 
The student understands that types of motion may be described, measured, and 
predicted. [Florida Sunshine State standards: SC.C.1.3] 
The student recognizes that the processes in the lithosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, 
and biosphere interact to shape the earth. [Florida Sunshine State standards: SC.D.1.3] 
The student understands that most natural events occur in comprehensible, consistent 
patterns.  [Florida Sunshine State standards: SC.H.2.3] 
The student understands and applies media, techniques, and processes.  [Florida 
Sunshine State Standards: VA.A.1.3] 
The student creates and communicates a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas 
using knowledge of structures and functions of visual arts. [Florida Sunshine State 
Standards: VA.B.1.3] 
The student understands the visual arts in relation to history and culture. [Florida 
Sunshine State Standards: VA.C.1.3] 
The student assesses, evaluates, and responds to the characteristics of works of art. 
[Florida Sunshine State Standards: VA.D.1.3] 

 
 

III. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 
 A. For Teachers 
  1. Buck, Pearl.  The Good Earth. (read foreword and notes) 
  2. Hirsch, Jr., E. D., What Your 6th Grader Needs to Know.  New York: Dell,  
   1993.  0-385-31467-1    
 B. For Students 

1. From their previous studies, the students will have a basic understanding of the 
following: 
• History of World Religions - Grade 1 
• Early Civilizations: Asia (India, China) - Grade 2 
• China: Dynasties and Conquerors - Grade 4 
• Lasting Ideas from Ancient Civilizations - Grade 6 
• Russian Revolution - Grade 7 
• Basic political systems (i.e., communism, democracy, capitalism, etc.) 
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IV. RESOURCES 
 A. Bell, William. Forbidden City 
 B. Buck, Pearl.  The Good Earth.  
 C. China Today.  San Francisco, CA: China Books and Periodicals, Inc., Vol. 50, No. 6, 
  June, 2001 
 D. Finney, S. & Kindle, P. China Then and Now.  Carthage: Good Apple, 1988. 
  0-86653-458-X. 
 E. Hakim, Joy.  All the People. 
 F. The Most, Episode #6.  The History Channel, New York:  New Video.  07670-3497 
 G. American Journey 
 H. American Nation 
 I. Near Real Time Earthquake List , http://neic.usgs.gov/neis/bulletin/bulletin_list.html 

J.  Print-outs of the following web sites:                
1.   http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com/wbol/wbAuth/na/mp/co/mp000403.htm 

     2.  http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com/wbol/wbAuth/na/mp/co/mp000320.htm 
     3.  Immanuel C. Y. Hsu, “Boxer Rebellion, World Book Online Americas    
         Edition, http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com/wbPage/na/ar/co/072940,    
   August 1, 2001. 
    4. Arif Dirlik, “Mao Zedong,” World Book Online Americas Edition,     
   http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com/wbPage/na/ar/co/343230, August 1,   
   2001. 
 
V. LESSONS  
 History and Geography Lesson One: “Fanformation:  China” (Days 1-10) 
 DAYS ONE - TEN 

A. Daily Objectives:  Students will research information about China, and collect/draw pictures, 
in order to complete a learning tool/booklet. 
1. Concept Objectives: 

a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 
communicated across cultures.  

b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective across 
cultures. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. Creation of People’s Republic of China 

• China under European domination 
o Opium Wars, Boxer Rebellion 
o Sun Yat Sen 

• Communists take power 
o Mao Zedong:  The Long March 
o Defeat of nationalists led by Chiang Kai-Shek 
o Soviet-Communist Chinese 30 Year Friendship Treaty 

     • Geography of China 
o     Overview: 

 One-fifth of world population 
 4,000-year-old culture 
 Third largest national territory, regional climate 

o Physical features 
 Huang He (Yellow) River, Chang Jiang (Yangtze) River 
 Tibetan Plateau, Gobi Desert 
 Yellow Sea, East China Sea, South China Sea 
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 Great Wall, Grand Canal 
o     Social and economic characteristics 

 Major cities:  Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou (formerly 
Canton), Shenyang 

 World’s largest producer of coal and agricultural products, 
major mineral producer 

o Multi-dialectal, including Mandarin, Cantonese 
o Hong Kong, special coastal economic zones 
o Taiwan, Taipei 

 
b. China under Communism 

• The Cultural Revolution 
• Tiananmen Square 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective 

[Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.A.1.3] 
b. The student understands Western and Eastern civilization since the Renaissance. 

[Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.A.3.3] 
c. The student understands the world in spatial terms.  [Florida Sunshine State 

Standard:  SS.B.1.3] 
d. The student understands the interactions of people and the physical environment. 

[Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.B.2.3] 
e. The student understands the characteristics of different economic systems and 

institutions. [Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.D.2.3] 
B. Materials  
 1. Print-outs of the following web sites:  

a. http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com/wbol/wbAuth/na/mp/co/mp000403.htm 
b. http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com/wbol/wbAuth/na/mp/co/mp000320.htm 
c. Immanuel C. Y. Hsu, Boxer Rebellion, World Book Online Americas    

Edition, http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com/wbPage/na/ar/co/072940,     
August 1, 2001. 

d. Arif Dirlik, “Mao Zedong,” World Book Online Americas Edition,     
http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com/wbPage/na/ar/co/343230, August 1,   2001. 

2. American Nation 
3. American Journey,     
4. All The People, Joy Hakim           

  5. Handouts from World Book, Inc., http://www.aolsve.worldbook.aol.com  
6. Pull-down map  
7. Map of China handout                    
8. Tag board 
9. Colored construction paper 
10. Color pencils 
11. Glue sticks 
12. Brads 
13. “Fanformation:  China” rubric 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Beijing, China – capital of the People’s Republic of China 
2. Taipei, Taiwan – capital of Taiwan (“Free” China) 
3. Cultural Revolution – In 1966, Mao began another campaign called the Cultural 

Revolution.  Its aim was to keep alive the ideas of revolution and hard work.  It was a 
time of violence and chaos. 
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4. Rebellion – an uprising intended to change or overthrow an existing government or 
ruling authority by means of force. 

5. Communism – Communism is a method for controlling work and distributing a nation’s 
farm produce, manufacture goods, and services.  Under communism, the government 
owns almost everything – land and business and industry.  Citizens work for the 
government, not for themselves. 

6. Asia – (Location and identification of the continent) the largest of the continents, 
separated from Europe by the Ural Mountains, Caspian Sea Caucasus Mountains, Black 
Sea, etc. 

7. Europe – (Location and identification of the continent) A continent extending from the 
Atlantic Ocean to Asia, separated from Asia by the Ural Mountains, Caspian sea 
Caucasus Mountains, Black Sea, etc. 

8. Trail – (students need to know the difference in the spelling of trial and trail) 
D. Procedures/activities 

DAY ONE 
1. On a bulletin board, display the “Yin and Yang” symbol. The symbol should have the 

original colors of red and black.  Read/explain/discuss its meaning. (China, Then and 
Now, p. 11, 12). 

2. Students will write the title “Yin and Yang” on the “right-side page”, and will write an 
explanation. 

3. On the “left-hand page”, students will give examples from their lives of the“Yin and 
Yang” at work. 
• When you open a notebook to the place where there is the back of a clean sheet on 

the left side, and the front of a clean sheet on right side, you have the “pallets” for 
“left/right-side work.  Right-side work is for notes and bookwork while left-side 
work is for creative work pertaining to what is written on the  “right side”. 
(Drawings, creative writing with illustrations, lots of color! etc.) “Right/left-side 
work” is a History Alive! activity. 

4. On a bulletin board, display a quote from Confucius:  “...I am simply one of those who 
love the past and who [is] diligent in investigating it...” There are additional quotes on p. 
20, China, Then and Now.   Students will copy this on a “right-side page” and create a 
“left-side      page” activity. 

5. Optional:  Students enrolled in the “ Chinese language” class at Florida Gulf Coast 
University will be invited to teach our students basic Chinese.  Time and dates TBA. 

DAYS TWO-THREE 
6. Students will be given an outline map of China.  They will draw in physical features:  

Huang He (Yellow River), Chang Jiang (Yangtze) River, Tibetan Plateau, Gobi Desert, 
Great Wall, Grand Canal, and the trail of the Long March.  On this same map, students 
will label:  Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou (formerly Canton), Shengyang; coal, 
agricultural, and mineral producing sections, offshore oil reserves, Yellow Sea, East 
China Sea, South China Sea, Taiwan, and Taipei.  

7. Distribute enough tag board to the students for each to cut 13 strips measuring  “__ wide 
x__” tall.  Using glue sticks the students will adhere their finished map of China to the 
upper 2/3rds of one strip of tag board.  The lower 1/3rd will be used for a map key.  
Students will locate the spot that is centered and one inch from the bottom of the strip 
and punch a hole to accommodate the brad that will hold the “Fanformation” together.   

DAYS FOUR  - TEN 
9. Students will now complete the remaining twelve “Fanformation” pages.  They will 

accomplish this by researching in multi-intelligence groups of four, moving through 
seven stations at which there will be the appropriate research material. Students will 
maintain their rough drafts of information in their notebooks.  Students will attach an 

Beyond Chopsticks and Rice, Grade 8 2002 Core Knowledge® Conference 6 



 

appropriate illustration or picture to the top of their individual strips (i.e., the first map 
page).  Holes will be punched in the bottom of each strip, positioning it so it will line up 
with the holes in the other strips.   All of their information is now on strips and held 
together with a brad forming a fan; hence, Fanformation. 
a. Station 1: Research China under European domination, which will include Opium 

Wars, Boxer Rebellion, Sun Yat Sen. Using reference material: “The Boxer 
Rebellion”, China Then and Now, pg. 50, 51; “Boxer Rebellion” 
http://search.aolsve.worldbook, American Nation, American Journey, All the 
People. 
• Station 2:  Research Mao Zedong, The Long March, Chiang Kai-Shek, and 

Soviet-Communist Chinese 30 Year Friendship Treaty using reference 
material: American Nation, American Journey, All the People, “Mao 
Zedong,” World Book, .Inc.@aol.com  

• Station 3:  Research one-fifth of world population, 4,000-year-old culture, 
third largest national territory, regional climate, world’s largest producer of 
coal and agricultural products, major mineral producer, off-shore reserves, 
multi-dialectal, including Mandarin, Cantonese using reference material: 
American Nation, American Journey, All the People. 

• Station 4:  Research Hong Kong, Taiwan (Taipei), Beijing (to include the 
“Forbidden City” using reference material:  American Nation, American 
Journey, All the People, Forbidden City (novel), and newspaper articles.  

• Station 5:  Research the Cultural Revolution using reference material: 
American Nation, American Journey, and All the People. 

• Station 6:  Research the Tiananmen Square massacre using reference 
materials: American Nation, American Journey, All the People, Forbidden 
City (novel), and newspaper articles.  

• Station 7:  Complete an assortment of “fun” activities from China, Then and 
Now: 
Count in Chinese - p.23 
Try your hand at a Tangram - p. 27 
Find out which Chinese year you were born in - p. 29 
Do a crossword puzzle - p.36, 37 (answers p. 56) 
Match words and definitions - p. 39, 40 (answers p. 57) 
Create your version of a TAOTIE - p. 41 

• Station 8:  Using the given rubric, the student complete a self-evaluation of 
the “Fanformation” project. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Completed “Fanformation.” 
2. Collection of rough drafts bound in student notebooks. 

 
History and Geography CULMINATING ACTIVITY  
A. Students will choose their favorite “Fanformation” page and share it with the class.  

“Fanformations” will be displayed on bulletin board and on counters/desks for Open House. 
  

 English Lesson One:  “The Diary of O-lan,” The Good Earth 
A. Daily Objectives: During the lesson “Diary of O-Lan,” students will expose O-lan’s thoughts, 

feelings, and deepest emotional reactions to the events determining her life and the lives she 
creates. 

  1. Concept Objective 
a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 
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communicated across cultures.  
2. Lesson Content 

a. Novels - The Good Earth (Pearl Buck) 
b. Elements of Fiction 

1. Review: 
• Plot and setting 
• Theme 
• Point of view in narration:  omniscient narrator, third person limited, 

first person 
• Conflict:  external and internal 
• Suspense and climax 

2. Characterization 
• As delineated through a character’s thoughts, words, and deeds; 

through the narrator’s description; and through what other characters 
say 

• Flat and round; static and dynamic 
• Motivation 
• Protagonist and antagonist 

3. Tone and Diction 
c. Literary Terms 

1. Irony:  verbal, situational, dramatic 
    2. Flashbacks and foreshadowing 

3. Hyperbole, oxymoron, parody  
3. Skill Objectives 

a. The student constructs meaning from a wide variety of texts. [Florida Sunshine 
State Standard: LA.A.2.3] 

b. The student uses the writing processes effectively. [Florida Sunshine State 
Standard: LA.B.1.3] 

c. The student understands the common features of a variety of literary forms.  
[Florida Sunshine State Standard: LA.E.1.3] 

d. The student responds critically to fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.  [Florida 
Sunshine State Standard: LA.E.2.3] 

B. Materials 
1. A class set of The Good Earth 
2. “Weathered” paper (paper is dipped in tea and dried, thus giving the aged-look) 
2. Lengths of bamboo with which students will “bind” their journals. 
3. Pieces of natural grasses to tie diary pages together. 
4. Various leaves, seeds, and decorative articles to adorn diaries. 
5. Appropriately colored pens/paints to inscribe titles and other printed material. 

C. Key Vocabulary 
None 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. The teacher/students will read from The Good Earth orally for 2/3 of the period each 

day.  (Due to the length of the book, the teacher may wish to summarize some portions.) 
2. The remaining 1/3 of the period will be devoted to creating “The Diary of O-lan.”  

Students will work in pairs.   
3. Taking the point of view of O-lan, students must write at least 15 diary entries.  Each 

entry must be one page in length. 
4. Each diary entry must be a reaction to one specific event in O-lan’s life such as: 

• The birth of her first child 
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• The birth of her second child 
• The birth of her third child (you get the picture!) 
• The family’s move to the big city 
• The great drought that drives the family to the city 
• Any other specific events throughout the novel 

5. A table of contents must precede the diary entries, with appropriate titles for each entry, 
including the page numbers that could be written using Chinese characters. 

6. Rough drafts will be due prior to compiling the final diary on weathered, “aged” paper. 
7. Each entry must cite and include detailed descriptions of the events taking place in the 

novel, events that help the reader understand the characterization of O-lan. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. A rubric will be used to evaluate the completed diary.  The specific requirements as well 
as creativity, neatness, shared “pair” involvement will be considered.  The project counts 
five times the weight of a homework grade. 

 
Gifted Education Lesson One: Setting the Stage  (2-3 days) 

A. Daily Objectives 
1. Concept Objective 

a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 
communicated across cultures. 

b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective across 
cultures. 

2. Lesson Content  
a. Creation of People’s Republic of China 

• China under European domination 
• Opium Wars, Boxer Rebellion 
• Sun Yat Sen 
• Communists take power 
• Mao Zedong:  The Long March 
• Defeat of nationalists led by Chiang Kai-Shek 
• Soviet-Communist Chinese 30 Year Friendship Treaty 
• Geography of China 
• Overview:  4,000-year-old culture 

b. China under communism 
• The Cultural Revolution  
• Tiananmen Square 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. The student constructs meaning from a wide variety of texts. [Florida Sunshine 

State Standard: LA.A.2.3] 
b. The student uses the writing processes effectively. [Florida Sunshine State 

Standard: LA.B.1.3] 
c. The student understands Western and Eastern civilization since the Renaissance. 

[Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.A.3.3] 
B. Materials 

1. Media center 
2. Internet laboratory 
3. Data entry worksheets (Worksheet 1) 
4. Pens/pencils 
5. Chart paper and markers 
6. Tape 
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C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Cultural Revolution – In 1996, Mao began another campaign called the Cultural 

Revolution.  Its aims were to keep alive the ideas of revolution and hard work.  It was a 
time of violence and chaos. 

2. Mao Zedong – A founder of the Chinese Communist Party and chairman of the People’s 
Republic of China. 

3. Yin and Yang – two forces through whose essences according to Taoist cosmology, the 
universe was produced and cosmic harmony is maintained,  Yin is dark, female and 
negative, and yang is light, male and positive. 

4. Taoism – Chinese religion based on the concept of Tao, the universal force harmonizing 
nature. 

5. Confucianism – the moral and religious system of China based on Confucious. 
6. Buddhism – a religious and philosophical system springing from the life of Gautama 

Buddha 
7. The Long March –historic 9600 km journey from Jiangxi Province in southeastern China 

to northern Shaanxi Province undertaken by the Chinese Communist forces in 1934 and 
1935 to escape the Kuomintang communist extermination campaign  

8. Tiananmen Square – The square outside Forbidden City, Beijing, China 
9. Dynasty – a period of rule by a line of rulers of the same family 
10. Chiang Kai-Shek – Chinese General and head of the Nationalist government 
11. Boxer Rebellion – Chinese rebellion to rid themselves of foreigners 
12. Communism – Communism is a method for controlling work and distributing a nation’s 

farm produce, manufacture goods, and services.  Under communism, the government 
owns almost everything – land and business and industry.  Citizens work for the 
government, not for themselves. 

13. Opium Wars – Portuguese and British were buying opium in India and selling it to the 
Chinese.  China battled against this happening.  The British prevailed.  British were 
given Hong Kong as an outcome. 

D. Procedures/Activities 
DAY ONE  
1. Pair and Share:  for 5-10 minutes each student will record what he knows aboutChina.  

Students will pair up and record additional information about that they learn from their 
partners.  The pairs will pair up and compare their answers and record the information 
on chart paper. 

2. A group spokesperson will be selected to share the combined findings.  Students are 
required to add new information to their own lists. 

3. Teacher will direct their attention to the government, philosophies, history and religion 
of China. 

4. The teacher will place the students in groups of 3-4 for their first research assignment. 
5. The teacher will give each person a data entry worksheet to use to record 

information.  Each group will be given a specific topic to research from the 
vocabulary list. 

6. Students will go to the media center and/or Internet laboratory to complete their 
research. 

7. Homework for the next few weeks will include bringing in Chinese current eve  
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Completion of pair and share list. 
2. Completion of data entry worksheet. 

 
Gifted Education Lesson Two: Setting the Stage 2 
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A. Daily Objectives 
1. Concept Objective 

a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 
communicated across cultures. 

b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective across 
cultures. 

2. Lesson Content  
a. Creation of People’s Republic of China 

• China under European domination 
• Opium Wars, Boxer Rebellion 
• Sun Yat Sen 
• Communists take power 
• Mao Zedong:  The Long March 
• Defeat of nationalists led by Chiang Kai-Shek 
• Soviet-Communist Chinese 30 Year Friendship Treaty 
• Geography of China 
• Overview:  4,000-year-old culture 

b. China under communism 
• The Cultural Revolution  
• Tiananmen Square 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. The student constructs meaning from a wide variety of texts. [Florida Sunshine 

State Standard: LA.A.2.3] 
b. The student uses the writing processes effectively. [Florida Sunshine State 

Standard: LA.B.1.3] 
c. The student understands Western and Eastern civilization since the Renaissance.

 [Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.A.3.3] 
B. Materials 

1. Overheads transparencies and overhead pens 
2. Data entry worksheets 
3. Pens/pencils     

C. Key Vocabulary (See Lesson One)  
D. Procedures/Activities 

DAYS TWO - THREE 
1. Students divide into research groups, prepare overheads with research information. 
2. Student groups will report information to class. 
3. Each student is required to complete his worksheet on the group presentations. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Presentation 

 
Gifted Education Lesson Three:  Don’t Forget (Days 3-21) 

A. Daily Objectives 
1. Concept Objective 

a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 
communicated across cultures.  

b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective across 
cultures. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. Creation of People’s Republic of China 

• China under European domination 
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• Opium Wars, Boxer Rebellion 
• Sun Yat Sen 
• Communists take power 
• Mao Zedong:  The Long March 
• Defeat of nationalists led by Chiang Kai-Shek 
• Soviet-Communist Chinese 30 Year Friendship Treaty 
• Geography of China 
• Overview:  4,000-year-old culture 

b. China under communism 
• The Cultural Revolution  
• Tiananmen Square 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. The student responds critically to fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama. [Florida 

Sunshine State Standard: LA.E.2.3] 
b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective. 

[Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.A.1.3]  
B. Materials 

1. Forbidden City 
2. Pens/pencils/markers/colored pencils/crayons 
3. Journals 
4. Paper 

C. Key Vocabulary  
1. Mass demonstration – a large organized public exhibition of welcome, approval, or 

condemnation 
2. Martial law – the law applied by military forces in occupied territory or in an 

emergency.  The army becomes “the law.” 
3. Counter-revolutionary – a group of people who oppose the revolution; they will make a 

stand, or fight, against the “revolution” 
4. Embassy – The official headquarters of an ambassador and his staff.  The United States 

and Canada, as well as other countries, have embassies in China. 
5. “Lady Liberty” – The Chinese students’ answer to the Statue of Liberty; a statue erected 

in  
6. Tiananmen Square which symbolized the students’ reason for “assembly” and need to be 

heard. 
D. Procedures/Activities 

DAYS THREE – TWENTY-ONE 
1. Students will make a copy of the map in the book, of Beijing/Forbidden City and 

Tiananmen Square.  They will follow the travels of the characters and make notes on it, 
as well. 

2. In the vocabulary section of the journal, students will draw pictowords (student will 
define word as it is used in the book and draw a picture to help them remember the 
meaning of the word(s).of the vocabulary words.  When they come across one of the 
words in the story, they will transfer the sentence to the vocabulary section of the journal 
and explain in their own words. 

3. Teacher/students will read orally - 2/3 of the period. 
4. Students will journal on a teacher selected appropriate writing activity from the 

following: 
a. Draw a stick figure for each of the characters, as they appear in the book, adding 

each new piece of learned information as to what the character thinks, sees, hears, 
smells, says, feels (the heart), touches (emotionally or physically), where he/she 
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goes. 
b. Write a note to one of the characters, giving advice; a warning; predicting an 

outcome; commenting on their hobbies, commitments, travels; or sharing a like 
experience. 

c. Write opinions, impressions, ‘what if’s’, as the story progresses. 
d. After reading Chapter ____, predict what will happen. 
e. Draw scenes from the story. 
f. After completing the book, write a different ending. 

5. Students will view the video, “The Most, Episode #6”, the last 15 minutes of the tape, 
about the Tiananmen Square student demonstration.  Students will be able to view the 
scene of the student “daring the tanks” that Alex saw.  Students will do a creative 
activity of their choice, titled “The Student and the Tank”. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Journal 
2.  Map 

 
Gifted Education Lesson Four: Critical Response  
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective 
a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 

communicated across cultures.  
b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspectiveacross 

cultures. 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Creation of People’s Republic of China 
• China under European domination 
• Opium Wars, Boxer Rebellion 
• Sun Yat Sen 
• Communists take power 
• Mao Zedong:  The Long March 
• Defeat of nationalists led by Chiang Kai-Shek 
• Soviet-Communist Chinese 30 Year Friendship Treaty 
• Geography of China 
• Overview:  4,000-year-old culture 

b. China under communism 
• The Cultural Revolution  
• Tiananmen Square 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective. 

[Florida Sunshine State Standard: SS.A.1.3] 
B. Materials 

1. Current newspaper articles, magazine articles, and internet articles about China. 
2. Pens/pencils 
3. Journals 
4. Current Event Entry Forms 

C. Key Vocabulary  
1. Taiwan 
2. Missile defense system 
3. Taiwan Strait 
4. Human rights 
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5. Economics 
 

D. Procedures/Activities 
DAYS TWENTY- TWO – TWENTY-FIVE 

1. Teacher led discussion about articles that students have brought in from the internet, 
newspapers, magazines, and television news.  Students will list possible categories in 
which the articles could be listed. 

2. Students will be put in groups of 2 and given an assortment of current event articles to 
categorize. 

3. Centers will be set up according to the number of categories of articles. 
4. Distribute and explain Current Event Form 
5. In pairs, students will read and discuss articles at each center; each student must fill out 

his/her form. 
6. Homework:  read over and be thinking about topic for debate. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Current Event Forms 

 
Gifted Education CULMINATING ACTIVITY  
A. Debates 

1. Students will choose a topic:  (suggested topics) “The Case for Taiwan’s Autonomy”;  
“USA’s Missile Defense System”; “USA/China Trade” (addressing such questions as 
human rights, trade balance); “The Case for China’s Olympic Games”. 

2. Debate teams will be chosen and debates scheduled. 
 

Science Lesson One: Plotting Earthquakes in China  (22 days) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective  
a. The student understands that most natural events occur in comprehensible, 

consistent patterns. 
2. Lesson Content (Review of 6th grade concepts) 

a. Plate tectonics 
• Crust movements 

o  The surface of earth is made up of rigid plates that are in constant 
motion. 

o  Plates move because molten rock rises and falls under the crust causing 
slowly flowing currents under the plates. 

o Plates move at speeds ranging from 1 to 4 inches (5-10 cm) per year. 
o Earthquakes usually occur where stress has been built up by plates 

moving in opposite directions against each other Earthquakes cause 
waves (vibrations), which have: 

 Focus, the point below the surface where the quake begins 
 Epicenter, the point on the surface above the focus 

o Energy released is measured in the Richter scale; each unit increase 
on the Richter scale represents a tenfold increase in energy released. 

2. Skill Objective 
a. The student understands that types of motion may be described, measured, and 

predicted. [Florida Sunshine State standards: SC.C.1.3] 
b. The student recognizes that the processes in the lithosphere, atmosphere, 

hydrosphere, and biosphere interact to shape the earth. [Florida Sunshine State 
standards: SC.D.1.3] 

c. The student understands that most natural events occur in comprehensible, 
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consistent patterns.  [Florida Sunshine State standards: SC.H.2.3] 
B. Materials 

1. Computers connected to the Internet 
2. Large world maps - laminated 
3. Vis-à-vis wet erase pens 
4. Printed USGS earthquake reports generated by Internet connected computers.  Start 

with:  http:://neic.usgs.gov/neis/bulletin/bulletin_list.html  Do not allow students to go to 
USGS map sites until after the 20 days of plots. 

5. Review sheet 
6. Quiz 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Aftershocks:  Earthquakes that follow the largest shock of an earthquake sequence. 

Aftershocks can continue over a period of weeks, months, or years. 
2. Amplitude:  The size of the wiggles on an earthquake recording. 
3. Earthquake: This term is used to describe both sudden slip on a fault, and the resulting 

ground shaking and radiated seismic energy caused by the slip, or by volcanic or 
magmatic activity, or other sudden stress changes in the earth.  

4. Epicenter: The point on the earth's surface vertically above the point in the crust where a 
seismic rupture begins.  

5. Fault: A fracture along which the blocks of crust on either side have moved relative to 
one another parallel to the fracture. 

6. Hypocenter: The point within the earth where an earthquake rupture starts. Also 
commonly termed the focus. 

7. Magnitude: A number that characterizes the relative size of an earthquake. Magnitude is 
based on measurement of the maximum motion recorded by a seismograph. 

8. Mainshock: The largest earthquake in a sequence, sometimes preceded by one or more  
foreshocks, and almost always followed by many aftershocks.   

Obtained from: U.S. Geological Survey, a bureau of the U.S. Department of the Interior and 
located at: http://earthquake.usgs.gov/4kids/ 

D. Procedures/Activities 
DAY ONE 
1. Review tectonic plates and the basics of earthquakes.  Review earthquake vocabulary. 
DAY TWO 
2. Review the techniques of pinpointing specific locations in the world by latitude and 

longitude. 
DAYS THREE – TWENTY-TWO 
3. Students will be taken to the Internet lab and introduced to USGS sites containing daily 

worldwide earthquake reports.  The students will use this information to plot on world 
maps, by latitude and longitude, the locations of earthquakes with magnitudes of 2.5 and 
higher on the Richter scale.  They will focus particularly on China. 

4. Students will be divided into cooperative learning groups of 3 or 4 and for the remaining 
20 days, during the first 10 minutes of class time, students will continue to plot the most 
recent earthquakes on their world maps. 

5. After the data is collected and plotted for 20 days, the students will compare their plots 
with published maps containing the location of tectonic plates and the plate edges. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Accuracy of plots 
2. Clarity of information placed on maps. 
3. Student’s input (or lack of input) into the group effort. 
4. Quiz covering the reviewed vocabulary and plotting latitude and longitude 
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Art Lesson One:  Oriental Art and Design 
DAY ONE 

A. Daily Objectives 
1. Concept Objectives 

a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 
communicated across cultures.  

b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective 
across cultures. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. Become familiar with examples of Chinese art 

• Silk Scrolls 
• Calligraphy (the art of brush writing and painting) 
• Porcelain 

3. Skill Objectives 
a. The student creates and communicates a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas using 

knowledge of structures and functions of visual arts. [Florida Sunshine State Standards: 
VA.B.1.3] 

c. The student understands the visual arts in relation to history and culture. [Florida 
Sunshine State Standards: VA.C.1.3] 

d. The student assesses, evaluates, and responds to the characteristics of works of art. 
[Florida Sunshine State Standards: VA.D.1.3] 

B. Materials 
1. Textbook, Understanding Art, and art folder 
2. Samples of Oriental art and display of other props i.e. Oriental rug 
3. CD of Oriental music and CD player 
4. Chinese carry out containers to hold the directions for activities 
5. Fortune cookies, donated  

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Buddhism - religion that stresses the oneness of humans with nature.   
2. Porcelain - a fine-grained high quality form of pottery 
3. Sculpture - figures made from clay flourished during T’ang dynasty  
4. Scroll painting - a long roll of illustrated parchment or silk 
5. Terra cotta – red clay 
6. Pavilion - a covered deck 
7. Glaze - glass-like finish on pottery 
8. Landscape painting - painting focusing on mountains, trees, or other natural scenery 

D. Procedures and Activities 
1. In small groups, the students will brainstorm to guess the meanings of the vocabulary 

words. 
2. In random order, the teacher gives slips of paper with the book definitions to the groups.  

Have students compare by matching the vocabulary words with the definitions. 
3. Compare answers with other groups using the round robin method.  Teacher corrects as 

necessary. 
4. Students now copy the words and definitions correctly. 
5. The teacher shows samples of Oriental art using overhead, posters, books, identifying 

the art elements: line shape, color,, texture, form, space, and value, and explaining how 
the elements are used in Chinese art.  Teacher reviews how principles are used in 
Chinese are: balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, movement, and rhythm. 

6. Students read pages 68, 69 in the text, Understanding Art.   Answer questions 1-6 in art 
folder. 
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7. During teacher-led discussion, students will describe the role of religion in the art of 
China and identify key developments in Chinese painting, sculpture, and crafts. 

8. Students will differentiate between scroll painting and western (European) painting. 
9. Distribute handout on Dynasties (accompanies textbook).  For homework, students read 

and draw a timeline with illustrations in their art folders. 
 

Art Lesson Two:  Making a Scroll 
DAYS TWO - FOUR 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objectives 
a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 
b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective across 

cultures. 
2. Lesson Content 

a. Become familiar with examples of Chinese art 
• Silk Scrolls 

3. Skill Objective 
a. The student understands and applies media, techniques, and processes.  [Florida 

Sunshine State Standards: VA.A.1.3] 
B. Materials 

1. Roll of brown parchment paper 
2. Watercolor paints and brushes 
3. Bowls for water 
4. Reference material 
5. Student’s own markers, pencil 
6. Sketch paper 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Scroll painting - a long roll of illustrated parchment or silk 
2. Pavilion - a covered deck 
3. Landscape painting - painting focusing on mountains, trees, or other natural scenery 

D. Procedures /Activities 
1. Students plan and sketch a Chinese style landscape after viewing reference material 

using sketch paper and pencil. 
2. Teacher demonstrates technique, then students draw scene on parchment paper. 
3. Students paint scene and add detail. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Student’s critique 
2. Completed project 

 
Art Lesson Three: Making a Clay Statue with Oriental Influence 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objectives 
a. The student will deal with universal themes and timeless experiences 

communicated across cultures.  
b. The student understands historical chronology and the historical perspective across 

cultures. 
2. Lesson Content 

a. Become familiar with examples of Chinese art 
• sculpture 
• porcelain 

3. Skill Objective 
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a. The student understands and applies media, techniques, and processes.  [Florida 
Sunshine State Standards: VA.A.1.3] 

B. Materials 
1. Terra cotta clay 
2. Clay tools 
3. Bowls of water 
4. Gallon size baggies to store clay 
5. Sharpie marker for writing name on baggie 
6. Newspapers and paper towels 
7. qSketch book and pencils 
8. Glaze 
9. Kiln 
10. Old shirts  

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Slab pottery – rolled out piece of clay 
2. Moulding, - forming the clay 
3. Score – making lines in clay 
4. Slip – watery clay 
5. Fire – baking the clay 
6. Kiln – oven used to bake clay 
7. Clay – composite material from the ground 
8. Greenware  - dried piece of clay before firing 
9. Bisque – clay after firing once 
10. Stages of clay: wet, leather hard, dry 

D. Procedure/Activity 
1. Teacher demonstrates how to model clay. 
2. Students plan their figures of a statue or warrior to be 6” high 
3. Students receive a wad of terra cotta clay and a baggie. Put name on baggie. 
4. Mould their statue 
5. Add detail and texture to the statue 
6. Allow to dry for two weeks. 
7. Paint with one color glaze (student choice).  (This keep focus on the form.) 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Self evaluation using a rubric 

 
VII. HANDOUTS AND WORKSHEETS 
 See attached 
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