“And the Moral Is…”
Grade Level: Kindergarten
Presented by: Kathy Smith, Cindy Pitchford, and Sandra Carney, James R. Tate Elementary,
Van Buren, AR
Length of Unit: 4 Lessons
I.

ABSTRACT
This unit focuses on four of Aesop’s fables (“The Lion and the Mouse,” “Androcles and the Lion,”
“The Tortoise and the hare,” and “The Ant and the Grasshopper”.) Students will be involved in
activities that instill moral values, choices and consequences. Through the reciting and
memorization of morals and quotes, the student will relate these values to his or her everyday life
experiences.

II.

OVERVIEW
A. Identify concept objectives.
1.
Students will gain an appreciation of fables and their purpose.
2.
Students will recognize similarities and difference in fables.
3.
Students will learn we all make choices.
4.
Students will understand all choices have consequences.
B. Identify content objectives.
1.
Aesop
2.
Fables
3.
Saying and phrases
4.
Pattern
5.
Number Sequence
6.
Listening and Understanding
C. Skills will be addressed in individual lesson plans.

III. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
A. Teacher Background Knowledge
1.
Aesop’s Fables by: Anne Terry White (Highly recommended)
2.
Aesop’s Fables by: Ash-Highton
3.
The Book of Virtues
4.
Encyclopedia (Aesop)
IV. RESOURCES
A. A variety of books of Aesop Fables (see bibliography)
B. The Book of Virtues
C. What Your Kindergartner Needs to Know
V.

LESSONS
Lesson One: “The Lion and the Mouse”
A. Daily Objectives
1.
Lesson Content
a. The Lion and the Mouse”
2.
Concept Objective
a. The student will gain appreciation of fables and their purpose.
3.
Skill Objective
a. The student will be able to identify Aesop.

B.

C.

D.

E.

b. The student will be able to identify a fable.
c. The student will be able to discuss the moral of a fable.
d. The student will be able to illustrate the meaning of compassion.
e. The student will be able to role-play a compassionate act.
Materials
1.
world map
2.
Aesop’s Fables (readers choice)
3.
Mouse pattern : Appendix A
4.
Lion pattern: Appendix B
5.
Rope or fish net
Key Vocabulary
1.
fable
2.
compassion
3.
moral
Procedures/activities
1.
Introduction to fable unit. Discuss and record students’ responses to the questions:
a. What is a story?
b. What is a fairytale?
c. What is a fable?
2. Define fable.
3. Introduce Aesop’s personal background.
4. Locate Aesop’s home country on a map. (Greece)
5. Read “Lion and the Mouse” and discuss.
6. Record the students’ responses of their interpretation of the story’s moral.
7. Discuss moral and quote “Little friends may be great friends.”
8. Define and discuss compassion (using every day life example) relation it back to the fable.
Evaluation / assessment
1. Students will role-play the fable, “Lion and the Mouse.”
2. Students will draw a picture showing compassion and compile a class book.
3. Students will take the class book home to share with their family. This will be done on a
rotation basis until all student shares had a turn to share the class book with their family.

Lesson Two: “Androcles and the Lion”
A. Daily Objective
1. Lesson Content
a.
“Androcles and the Lion”
2. Concept Objective
a.
The students will recognize similarities and difference of fables.
3. Skills Objective
a. The student will contract and compare “The Lion and the Mouse” with
“Androcles and the Lion” by using a Venn diagram
B. Materials
1. Book – Aesop’s Fables (readers choice)
2. Venn Diagram
C. Key Vocabulary
1. kindness
2. grateful
3. courage
4. slave
5. pity

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
D.

E.

liberty
freedom
friend
noble
soul

Procedures
1. Review classroom word of the day, “compassion”, and quote “Little friends may prove to
be great friends”.
2. Read and discuss “Androcles and the Lion”.
3. Draw a Venn diagram on the board to show similarities and differences of the “Lion and
the Mouse” and “Androcles and the Lion”.
4. Students will recall the similarities and differences of the two fables with the teacher
recording responses on Venn diagram.
5. Write quote on the board and discuss “A noble soul never forgets a kindness”.
Evaluation / assessment
1. Students will illustrate and compare the two fables on a mural using a Venn Diagram.
Mural can be displayed in hall or classroom.

Lesson Three: “The Hare and the Tortoise” by Aesop
A. Daily Objective:
1. Lesson Content
a.
“The Hare and the Tortoise”
2. Concept Objective:
a.
The student will understand that everyone makes choices.
3. Skill Objective:
a.
Students will be able to identify the choices made by the characters in the story
b. Students will be able to contrast the outcome of a good choice vs. a poor choice in
the story.
c. Students will be able to identify the choices they made this morning before coming
to school, waiting to catch the bus, on the bus, on the playground, at school, etc.
(good choices vs. poor choices)
d. Students will be able to make a prediction.
B. Materials:
1. Book – Aesop’s Fables (There are many, use the one of your choice.)
2. Flannel Board & “Hare and Tortoise” kit or puppet – see Appendix C
3. “Hare and Tortoise” video with Bill Cosby
4. Hare and Tortoise – live animals
5. Tortoise puppet drawing – see Appendix C
6. Hare puppet drawing – see Appendix C
7. Prediction chart – see Appendix D
C. Key Vocabulary
1. tortoise
2. hare
3. choice
4. boasting
5. goal
6. finish-line
7. prediction

D. Procedures / activities:
1. Discuss meaning of “choice” and other key vocabulary words.
2. Discuss “choice” made by student before coming to school, waiting for bus, riding bus,
before school behavior on the playground, while eating, etc.
3. Set background of fable.
4. Review: Aesop and meaning of bale, moral, etc.
5. Tell fable: “The Tortoise and the Hare: through the use of flannel board and kit or use
puppets.
6. Have students retell story in their own words using the flannel board characters and / or
through the use of Tortoise and Hare puppets.
7. Discuss moral of fable: “Slow and steady wins the race.”
8. Discuss how the moral fits their lives. (Applies) “Where there is a will, there is a way”.
9. Discuss choices made in the fable by the characters.
10. Compare good choices and poor choices in the fable.
11. Predict outcome in race between live tortoise and hare.
12. Conduct race between tortoise and hare.
13. Discuss outcome of race and compare outcome of live tortoise and hare race with race in
the fable. Discuss predictions.
14. Watch video: “The Tortoise and the Hare” as told by Bill Cobs.
15. Compare the similarity and differences between the video and the fable as read.
E.

Evaluation / assessment:
1. Students will retell story in their own words using flannel board characters.
2. Students will recite the moral of the fable, “Slow and steady wins the race.”
3. Students will be able to give an example of a choice they have made.
4. Students will be able to complete a prediction chart.

Lesson Four: “The Ant and the Grasshopper” by Aesop
A. Daily Objective:
1. Lesson Content
a. “The Ant and the Grasshopper”
2. Concept Objective
a. The student will develop awareness that there are consequences for their choices.
3. Skills Objective
a. The students will be able to discuss the choices of the Ant and the Grasshopper, and
the consequences of their choices.
b. The students will be able to recite one of the following quotes:
“There’s a time for work and a time for play.”
“No bees, no honey. No work, no money.”
“Better safe than sorry.”
c. The student will be able to show his or her own hard work by creating a snack (related
to story), using sequences card.
d. Students will be able to count an assigned number.
e. Students will be able to create an “A- B” pattern.
B.

Materials:
1.
Book – Aesop’s Fables (There are many, use the one of your choice)
2.
Original song, “The Ant and the Grasshopper” see Appendix E
3.
Fiddle and bow: see Appendix F
4.
Large paper crumpled (newspaper, paper grocery sack, etc.)
5.
Recipe for “Ants on a log”: see Appendix G

6.

C.

D.

E.

Grocery supplies: Celery, raisins (both golden and dark), peanut butter, paper plates,
plastic spoon, napkins
7.
Sequence card and “A – B” pattern: see Appendix H
8.
Visor: see Appendix I
Key Vocabulary
1.
consequences
2.
responsibility
3.
fiddle and bow
Procedure / activities
1.
Define the term “responsibility” and other key vocabulary words
2.
Review meaning of “choice” and have students give examples of choices they have
made.
3.
Predict outcome of fable after reading the title to class.
4.
Encourage students to choose to become a “playful grasshopper” or a “hardworking ant”
before the fable is read. Discuss the traits of the playful grasshopper and the qualities
and traits of the hardworking ants. Allow student to choose which they would rather be.
Separate into two groups while they listen to the bale.
5.
Read and discuss the fable: “The Ant and the Grasshopper.”
6.
Sing original song: “The Ant and the Grasshopper”.
7.
Role-play: “The Ant and the Grasshopper.” (Use fiddle and bow for grasshopper. Use
large crumpled paper a food props for the ants.)
8.
Prepare “Ants on a Log” snack using sequence cards.
9.
Student s will count 6 “ants” (raisins).
10. Students will discuss the “work” involved in creating snack before getting the reward (to
eat the snack).
Assessment / Evaluation
1.
Students will recite from memory the quotes used with this fable:
“There’s a time for work and a time for play”
“No bees, no honey. No work no money.”
“Better safe than sorry”
2.
Role-play “The Ant and the Grasshopper.”
3.
Students will choose the quote they like best to use as an illustration on a visor.

VI. CULMINATING ACTIVITY
A.
As a class or grade level, the students will produce a play for each fable. The plays will be
preformed for “Rise and Shine,” PTA meeting, other classes, or community organizations
(like Rotary club, etc.). Costume and props for the plays will foster parental and community
involvement. Production can be as elaborate or as simple as you would like.
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