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Test Name Setting If the Score is… Then the Next Test Will Be… 

1. Word 
Recognition 
Test 

Group 18 or higher 
(exclude lines 21–25) 

Story Reading: “Gwen’s Hens” 

17 or lower Pseudoword Reading Test 

2. Story 
Reading 
 

Group  4 or more No further assessments 

3 or less Work one-on-one and listen to student read the story aloud, marking errors 
along the way. Orally ask questions. If student still misses three questions or 
struggled to read story, administer the Pseudoword Reading Test. 

3. Pseudoword 
Reading 

1-1  27 or higher Story Reading: “Gwen’s Hens” 

26 or lower Code Knowledge Diagnostic Test 

4. Code 
Knowledge 
Diagnostic 

1-1 23 or higher No further assessments 

22 or lower Letter Name Test (optional) 

5. Letter Name 
Test 

Group  
or  
1-1 

N/A No further assessments 

 

Unit 1 Teacher Guide, page 61 
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All students take Word Recognition Test.
See the following flow charts for how to 

proceed with assessments based on 
students’ scores

They take 
“Gwen’s Hens“

If they score 4 or  higher...

They read “Gwen’s Hens“ 
one-on-one to the teacher. 
Teacher reads questions to 

student.

If they score 3 or less... 

Stop

If they score 4 or more... If they score 3 or less or 
struggle with fluency...

They take the 
Pseudoword 

Reading Test.

If they score 27 or higher... If they score 26 or less... 

They take the 
Code Knowledge 

Diagnostic Test.

They take the 
Letter Name Test.

(optional)

If they score 23 or higher... If they score 22 or lower... 

Stop

Stop

Stop

If they score 18 or higher on the Word Recognition Test ...

Flow Chart for Order of Assessment Administration if Students Score 18 or Higher on Word Recognition


Please Note: Cut off scores on this page are used only to determine which tests to administer when. They are not used in interpreting 
Assessment Scores.
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They take the 
Letter Name Test.

(optional)

Stop

They take 
“Gwen’s Hens“

If they score 27 or  higher...

Stop

If they score 4 or higher... 

They take the 
Pseudoword 

Reading Test.

If they score 26 or less... 

They take the 
Code Knowledge 

Diagnostic Test.

If they score 23 or higher... If they score 22 or lower... 

They read “Gwen’s Hens“

 one-on-one to the teacher. 
Teacher reads questions to 

student.

If they score 3 or less... 

If they still score 3 or less or 
struggle with fluency...

They take the 
Code Knowledge 

Diagnostic Test.

They take the 
Letter Name Test.

(optional)

If they score 23 or higher... If they score 22 or lower... 

Stop

Stop

If they score 4 or higher... 

If they score 17 or  lower on the Word Recognition Test

Flow Chart for Order of Assessment Administration if Students Score 17 or Lower on Word Recognition


Please Note: Cut off scores on this page are used only to determine which tests to administer when. They are not used in interpreting 
Assessment Scores.
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Unit 1 | Lesson 7 65

© 2013 Core Knowledge Foundation

Pseudoword Reading Test

1. wug rab sep zat het

2. kem jid pog lum yod

3. lin fod cax ved mip

4. nist brin clup stent glosp

5. thock shup chim quib ling

6. muzz vell tass beff dagg
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Code Knowledge Diagnostic Test

1. m s f v z

2. r l n e u

3. I o a t y

4. d g h j k

5. b p c w x

6. sh ch th ng qu

7. ff ss ll gg ck
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© 2013 Core Knowledge Foundation

7.5Name

1. a w e

2. t y u

3. o p s

4. f g h

5. k l z

6. c v b

7. d x j

8. n i m 

9. u r q

10. l y g

Letter names correct  ____________ / 10

Letter Name Test
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Interpreting Assessment Scores

Note: The scores on this page should not be confused with the scores provided for administration 
of assessments on pages 54-55. Each of the scores in this chart represents a degree of mastery (or 
lack thereof) on each subtest. Group placements are derived by considering each student’s degree of 
mastery on the combined assessments administered.

If a student scores … s/he should start instruction after Unit 1 with Group

18 or more on Word 
Recognition and 4 or more 
on “Gwen’s Hens”

CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2

This student has OUTSTANDING preparation for Grade 

1 Skills.

1

18 or more on Word 
Recognition and 3 or 

less on “Gwen’s Hens” 
and 27 or more on the 
Pseudoword Test

CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2

This student has STRONG preparation for Grade 1 

Skills, with good decoding of individual words. Additional 
practice reading continuous text fluently is indicated; 
encourage rereading of Unit 2 reader stories.

1

18 or more on Word 
Recognition and 3 or 

less on “Gwen’s Hens” 
and 21 or more on the 
Pseudoword Test and 
28 or more on the Code 
Knowledge Test

CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2

This student has ADEQUATE preparation for Grade 1 

Skills. Provide targeted small group remediation in the 
specific letter-sound correspondences misread on the 
Pseudoword Test, using selected materials from the Unit 1 
Assessment and Remediation Guide. Monitor progress in 
Unit 2.

2

18 or more on Word 
Recognition and 3 or less 

on “Gwen’s Hens” and 20 

or less on the Pseudoword 
Test and 28 or more on the 
Code Knowledge Test

CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2

This student has ADEQUATE preparation for Grade 1 

Skills. Provide targeted small group remediation in the 
specific letter-sound correspondences misread on the 
Pseudoword Test, as well as blending, using selected 
materials from the Unit 1 Assessment and Remediation 
Guide. Monitor progress in Unit 2.

2

18 or more on Word 
Recognition and 3 or less 
on “Gwen’s Hens” and 20 

or less on the Pseudoword 
Test and 27 or less on the 
Code Knowledge Test

This student has QUESTIONABLE preparation for Grade 

1 Skills. The strong Word Recognition score may reveal 
a tendency to memorize words, rather than apply code 
knowledge. While this student could start CKLA Grade 1 
Unit 2, s/he would benefit from a comprehensive review first 
of all material from the Unit 1 Assessment and Remediation 
Guide before starting CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2. If CKLA 
Kindergarten materials are available, another option may 
be to use Kindergarten Units 6–8 materials before starting 
CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2.

3
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17 or less on Word 
Recognition and 27 or 

more on the Pseudoword 
Test and 4 or more on 
“Gwen’s Hens” 

CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2

This student has ADEQUATE preparation for Grade 1 

Skills. Provide targeted small group remediation in the 
specific letter-sound correspondences misread on the 
Pseudoword Test, using selected materials from the Unit 1 
Assessment and Remediation Guide. Monitor progress in 
Unit 2.

2

17 or less on Word 
Recognition and 21 or 

more on the Pseudoword 
Test and 3 or less on 
“Gwen’s Hens” and 28 

or more on the Code 
Knowledge Test

CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2

This student has ADEQUATE preparation for Grade 1 

Skills. Provide targeted small group remediation in the 
specific letter-sound correspondences misread on the 
Pseudoword Test, using selected materials from the Unit 1 
Assessment and Remediation Guide. Monitor progress in 
Unit 2.

2

17 or less on Word 
Recognition and 20 or less 
on the Pseudoword Test 
and 3 or less on “Gwen’s 
Hens” and 27 or less on 
the Code Knowledge Test

This student has QUESTIONABLE preparation for Grade 

1 Skills. S/he needs a comprehensive review first of all 
material from the Unit 1 Assessment and Remediation 
Guide before starting CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2. If CKLA 
Kindergarten materials are available, another option may 
be to use Kindergarten Units 6–8 materials before starting 
CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2.

3

Note: Scores on the Code Knowledge Diagnostic Test need to be interpreted 
with care. If a student makes errors in indicating the correct short vowel 
sounds for three or more of the letters representing the short vowel sounds, 
i.e., ‘a’, ‘e’, ‘i’, ‘o’ or ‘u’, s/he may require intensive remediation, regardless 
of the overall Code Knowledge Diagnostic Test score. Even if the description 
for such a student indicates adequate preparation for Grade 1 Unit 2 based 
on the overall score, it may be wiser to view this student’s preparation as 
questionable and fi rst start with a comprehensive review of all material from 
the Unit 1 Assessment and Remediation Guide. Strong mastery of the short 
vowel letter-sound correspondences is a prerequisite before starting Grade 1 
Unit 2.

15
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Analyzing Assessments for Additional Instructional Information

Once students have been grouped and placed, teachers are encouraged 
to conduct a more refi ned error analysis of student performance on the 
various assessments as suggested below in order to better tailor small group 
instruction to meet individual students’ needs. 

• Word Recognition Test—See error analysis for each student as documented 
on the Scoring Sheet for Word Recognition Test, Worksheet 6.1. Provide 
specifi c remediation for the letter-sound correspondences and/or Tricky 
Words missed; see Unit 1 Pausing Point activities and/or Unit 1 of the 
Assessment and Remediation Guide.

• Pseudoword Reading Test—See error analysis for each student as 
documented on the Pseudoword Scoring Sheet, Worksheet 7.3. Provide 
specifi c remediation for the letter-sound correspondences missed; see Unit 1 
Pausing Point activities and/or Unit 1 of the Assessment and Remediation 
Guide.

• Code Knowledge Diagnostic Test—See errors marked on the Code 
Knowledge Diagnostic Test, Worksheet 7.4. Provide specifi c remediation for 
the letter-sound correspondences missed; see Unit 1 Pausing Point activities 
and/or Unit 1 of the Assessment and Remediation Guide.

• Letter Name Test—See errors marked on the Letter Name Test, Worksheet 
7.5. Provide specifi c practice in letter naming; see Unit 1 Pausing Point 
activities.

Note: While students who do not know some of the letter names certainly 
should practice and learn the letter names, lack of knowledge of the letter 
names will not substantially interfere with their ability to read text in the 
early Grade 1 units.
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Placement and Grouping Guidelines

Grade 1 teachers should meet as a team after they have completed the 
Placement Planning Sheet and have assigned a group number to each 
student in their class. Using the group numbers, begin sorting students 
from all classrooms on the basis of their group number, using the following 
approximate guidelines:

If there is only one classroom 
teacher per grade level…

…the teacher should start all students with CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2, 
providing individualized remediation in small groups using Pausing 
Point activities and/or the Assessment and Remediation Guide as 
needed

If there are two classroom 
teachers per grade level…

…one teacher provides Skills instruction to all Group 1 and 2 
students, starting with CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2, while the other teacher 
provides Skills instruction to all Group 3 students,  starting with Unit 1 
of the Assessment and Remediation Guide

If there are three classroom 
teachers per grade level…

…one teacher provides Skills instruction to all Group 1 students, 
starting with CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2, another teacher provides Skills 
instruction to all Group 2 students, starting with CKLA Grade 1 Unit 
2, and the other teacher provides Skills instruction to all Group 3 
students, starting with Unit 1 of the Assessment and Remediation 
Guide

If there are four classroom 
teachers per grade level…

…one teacher provides Skills instruction to all Group 1 students, 
starting with CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2, another teacher provides Skills 
instruction to the higher level Group 2 students, starting with CKLA 
Grade 1 Unit 2, another teacher provides Skills instruction to the 
lower level Group 2 students, starting with CKLA Grade 1 Unit 2 
and intermittent use of Pausing Point activities throughout the unit 
for reinforcement, and the other teacher provides Skills instruction 
to all Group 3 students starting with Unit 1 of the Assessment and 
Remediation Guide

These grouping guidelines are only a starting point; other variables, such as 
the number of students across the grade level in any given group, will also 
need to be considered. If there are disproportionately larger numbers of 
one or more particular groups of students, these guidelines will need to be 
modifi ed to ensure that no one teacher has a disproportionately larger class 
size. 
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