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Inspired
Art
HELP YOUR CHILD make an abstract
drawing of a face. Suggest that he
make some lines inside and around
these shapes. They can be straight
lines or curved lines. 

Then suggest that he add some
facial features, like eyes—but, for
inspiration, look at the way Paul
Klee made the eyes in his painting
called Senecio. Your child can have
fun and put things in the wrong
place, too! He can add color to the
background.

Now look at the drawing 
together. Ask your child about the
lines, shapes, and colors he used.
Let him lead the conversation about
his drawing.

Get Ready
� crayons or fine-

tipped markers

Look together 
at a photo of 
a person’s head
and face. Name
the features.
Compare this 
picture of real
person’s face to
Senecio, the
painting by Paul
Klee. Talk 
together about
how the two
faces are 
different.

Go Further
Enjoy making
more abstract art.
Let your child’s
hand draw 
random curves
and lines on the
page, then invite
her to color in
the shapes that
they make.
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Dear
Swallow
SUGGEST THAT you and your child are
going to pretend to write a thank-
you letter to the swallow  who gave
Thumbelina a ride to the garden full
of fairies. Ask your child to tell you
what the letter should say. She dic-
tates, and you write the words here.

Repeat each sentence that your child
dictates as you write it down. Sign
your child’s real name. Now read the
letter out loud, sliding your finger
under each word as you read it.

4KD-VA-B2A, 4KD-VA-B3                                                                                                                                 ART: Create a non-representational drawing, create a work in the style of a known artist4LD-WR-A1 LANGUAGE/TALKING, WRITING: Dictate a thank-you note 

Need Help
If writing a letter
is new to your
child, model the
greeting for him:
“Dear Swallow.”
Then suggest that
he begin with the
words “Thank
you…” but ask
him, “Thank you
for what?” Also
model a typical
closing, like
“Yours truly” or
“Love.”

Go Further
Take advantage of
real opportunities
for  your child to
dictate and send
thank-you letters.

BOOKLINK
Read a version of
Thumbelina. See
suggestions on

page 10.

READ THIS FIRST
“Senecio,” Art

Core Knowledge
Preschool 

Read-Alouds
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Remember Thumbelina HERE IS ANOTHER SET of questions
about a story. Read “Thumbelina”
again if it has been a while. Ask
each question, then help your child
choose which of the two choices is
right. Talk about each part of the
story as you look at the pictures.

Need Help
If there are
answers your
child does not
remember, turn
back to the story
and look at the
pictures or read
that episode 
over again.

Go Further
“Thumbelina” is a
complicated story.
Ask your child to
tell you part of it.
You can use these 
pictures, once you
have agreed on
the right answer,
to prompt your
child to talk about
that part of the
story.

4LD-SR-00                                                                          LANGUAGE/READING: Answers who, what, where, when, why questions about read-aloud 4LD-WR-D3A                                                                             LANGUAGE/WRITING: Learn a new writing stroke, the bridge

Making Bridges
SHOW YOUR CHILD that these cars need bridges so they can
drive across the river. Help him follow the first guide to
make a bridge, drawing left to right. Then ask him to
make bridges wherever the cars are waiting to cross the
river. He can make more bridges across the river, too.

Get Ready
Help your child
use his pointer
finger to trace
bridges in the air.
Next, hold his
hand and guide
him in making
bridges on 
plain paper.

Go Further
As your child
becomes 
comfortable with
the writing strokes,
invite him to use
them to decorate
pictures that he 
or you draw.

Where did Thumbelina like to sleep?

What animal did Thumbelina care for 
all winter long?

Who carried Thumbelina away from 
her home with the old woman?

Who did Thumbelina marry?

crescent

cross

cane

bridge

spiral

hook

Early Writing
Strokes

READ THIS FIRST
Read a version of
Thumbelina. See
suggestions on

page 10.


