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Preschool Art Activities Using the Sequence

Grade Level: Preschool Art

Presented by: Marcia Greenwood, Cleveland Elementary, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Shannon Winn, Cleveland Elementary, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Length of Unit:6 lessons

I. ABSTRACT
The lessons presented are from the sub-areas. Examine a work or piece of art by a known artist
and create a work "in the style of..." the work examined and Look at and talk about works of
art, describing the details and story. Student samples and video complete the unit.

[I. OVERVIEW
A. ldentify concept objectives.
Art Production

Examining and appreciating examples of various art forms
B. List specific content from the Core Knowledge Sequence to be covered.
Examine awork or piece of art by aknown artist and create awork "in the style of..." the
work examined.
Look at and talk about works of art, describing the details and "story” depicted
C. Lig killsto be taught.
Sensory exploration and manipulation
Development of fine motor skills
Focusing attention on visua detall
Appreciating basic elements of art

1. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
A. For teachers:
Visua Arts Section of the Preschool Sequence and other sections, and Language
Development and Knowledge Acquisition and Cognitive Devel opment
B. For students:
The previous parts of the Preschool Visua Arts Sequence help students discuss art and create
at "in the syle of ."

IV. RESOURCES
Art prints for the Preschool Sequence.

V. LESSONS
L esson One: Paul Klee
A. Daily Objectives
1. Lesson Content: Examine awork of art by a known artist and create awork "in the style
of" the work examined.
2. Concept Objective: Explore and Create, Using Various Art Forms, Media, and
Techniques
3. &ill Objective:
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a. Create nonrepresentational and representational works.

b. Look at and talk about works of art.

c¢. Work with other children to create a collective work of art.
B. Materids

Print of Senecio by Paul Klee.

Pencils, one per child.

Crayons of hot colors (orange, yellow, red) (pink, purplish brown, brown, black and white as

well) and cool colors (blue, green, and purple) (brown, black and white as well) in two

separate trays, set together for every 4-5 children.

Two sheets of white drawing paper, one 8 1/2" x 11" and one 9" x 12", for each child

Glue set up, one for each child

Scissors, one for each child

Paint shirts or aprons

C. List background notes.

D. Key Vocabulary: art, cut, circle, rectangle, triangle, red, yellow, orange, blue, green, purple,
brown, black, white, color, glue.

E. Procedures/Activities: Create"in the style of" Senecio by Paul Klee.

1. Look carefully at the print Senecio by Paul Klee.

2. Review ingtructions for cutting a circle, the difference between hot and cold colors, and
facia structure.

3. Demonstrate for children by cutting a circle by folding the 8 %2 x 11 sheet of paper in
half-hamburger. Cut again in half--hot dog. Keep the paper folded Then cut a curve
from one end point, past the second point, ending at the third point. Be sure to cut the
open edges, not the folded edges. Open the folded paper and let the children see the
open circle. Have children draw faces with crayons.

4. Tocreate"inthe style of" Senecio (making the face look less real) with paint, let
children try painting the face only on one side and folding the circle in half lengthwise.
This transfers what is on one side to the other. They can then finish out the painting in
much the same manner as they did the drawing.

5. Tocreateaprint, use alarge plastic lid, like a coffee can lid. Let the children dip the lid
into the paint to create the circle for the face. Cut another lid in half and let them dip
that lid into a second color of paint. This second lid will be used to print the lower half of
the face. This second color of paint will go over the first color. Cut athird lid in fourths.
Use the bottom fourth to print athird color on the face. Have a collection of objects and
additiona colors for children to use to print eyes, nose, mouth, ears, hair, a neck,
shoulders.

6. To create acollage "in the style of" Senecio, use the same process of
halves and fourths that was used in printing. Thistime use different colors and textures
of papers for the different divisons. It would be interesting to use tissue paper, because
of the ways colors would mix when the papers overlapped. The teacher would need to
cut the tissue paper, however. Children could cut the circle, haf circle, and quarter
circle from stiffer paper. To create the features of the face, have a variety of types and
textures of paper to choose from. Help children think about how to cut eyes, how to cut
noses, how to cut mouths, etc

6. To create asculpture "in the style of Senecio,” help children roll abal of clay that will
fit comfortably in their hands. Let them use their hands together to flatten the ball into a
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circle. The teacher talks to them about the 3-D shape (ball) and the 2-D shape (circle).
Children notice the differences. The simplest way to make aface in clay isto use two
fingers. With the fingers far apart, push in two eyes about a third or half way down the
circle. Then use afinger to push in the bottom of the nose. Push the clay up at the
same time to make the nose. Then under the nose, push in ahole with one finger. This
will be like amouth singing.
7. Have children follow the routine for cleaning up.
F.  Evauation/Assessment
Children can cut acircle and divide it by folding in half and in half again.
Children understand that Klee used this folded circle to represent aface.
Children choose either hot or cold colors to decorate their drawing of a face.
Lesson Two: Piet Mondrian
A. Objectives
1. Lesson Content: Examine awork of art by aknown artist and create awork "in the
style of" the work examined.
2. Concept Objective: Explore and Create, Using Various Art Forms, Media, and
Techniques
3. Skill Objective: Create nonrepresentationa and representational works. Look at and talk
about works of art; create a collective work of art.
B. Listmaterids
Print of Broadway Boogie-Woogie.
For printing:
Different size toy cars, one for each child
Blocks of various sizes, at least enough for every child to have 3-4
Primary colors of paint, blue, red, yellow in flat pans
White paper 12" x 18" to print onto
Two buckets, one with clean, damp rags, the other used to clean paint
For Collage:
Different sizes of pre-cut squares and rectangles in red, blue, yellow, and white
Flat pans for holding pre-cut pieces, sorted by color, one of each color for every 4-5 children
Gluein small cups, with glue brush, one for each child (or glue bottles, one for each child)..
Two buckets, one with clean, damp rags, the other to put rags in used rags
White paper 12" x 18" to glue pieces onto, one for each child or--red, blue, yellow, white tape
with large pieces of white paper, at least 18" x 24" for small group mural.)
For drawing:
Grid paper, one for each child, with their name on the back.
Pencils, one per child
Red, blue, ydlow markers, one of each for each child
For painting:
Boxes of various sizes with tops and bottoms cut out of them
Red, blue, yellow, white tempera paint
Paint set up
Two buckets, one with clean, damp rags, one for used rags
Large sheet of paper, butcher paper 6' long, for large group mural
For sculpture:
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Boxes of various sizes or square and rectangular wood scraps

Red, blue, yellow, white tempera paint

Paint tins

Rest of paint set up for cleaning brushes

Large paint brushes at least 1" width, one for each child

Two buckets, one for clean, damp rags, and one for used rags

Prepare background notes.

Key vocabulary: Art, paint, color, red, yellow, blue, white, rectangle, draw, tape, glue

Procedures/Activities

1.Share biographica information about Piet Mondrian.

2. For drawing: draw inthe style of Broadway Boogie-Woogie. Demonstrate how to
make grids. Show grid paper. Add the bright yellow, red, and blue of the painting.

3. For collage: make acollage as you look at Broadway Boogie-Woogie. Start by
putting 10 different rectangles on paper. Use the tape to make paths between
rectangles. Glue down the rectangles. Remember to hide glue.

4.  For printing: make a print with ideas from Mondrian's Broadway Boogie-Woogie. Dip
the wheels of acar in the red paint. Push the car to make paths on the paper. Do this
with other colors. Use these blocks to print in the buildings.

5. For painting: work together on one sheet of paper. Pick up abox with the bottom cut
out and set it in front of you. Paint insde the box. We fill the space with paint. When
we take the box away we have a rectangle remove box to reveal arectangle shape.
Have long, thin boxesto paint paths. Children line up from one end of the long paper to
the other to make a path that goes from end to end.

6.  For sculpture: make a sculpture "in the style of" Broadway Boogie-Woogie.

Have lots of newspapers set out to paint on. Paint boxesin red, blue, and yellow. Cover
every side, except the bottom. When these are dry, make acity. (Do not use boxes that
have a shiny finish. They will not take the paint.)

Follow clean up procedures after each activity.

Eval uation/A ssessment

Children were able to think of real life objects or events that reminded them of the lines and

shapes found in the painting. Children created art work "in the style of" Mondrian's painting

and were able to talk about choices they made. Children were able to work together to create
the group projects.

Lesson Three: Sonia Delaunay

A.

Objectives

1. Lesson Content: Examine awork or piece of art by a known artist and create awork'in
the style of" the work examined

2. Concept Objective: Explore and Create, Using Various Art Forms, Media, and
Techniques

3. Skill Objective: Create nonrepresentational and representational works of art. Look at
and talk about works of art and children describe his or her own art work.

List materids:

Print reproduction of Sonia Delaunay's Rhythm Couleur.

Craft sticks, one for each child

Large sheets of white paper (18" x 24" or half that size if thisis not possible),

one for each child
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Pencils, one for each child
Paint set up, one for each child
Paint aprons or shirts
Prepare background information.
Key vocabulary: art, different, same, draw, color, paint
Procedures/Activities
1.  Givebiographica information about Sonia Delaunay.
2. Makeyour own painting "in the style of" Sonia Delaunay's Rhythm Coul eur.
Turn paper long ways. Fold paper in half, long ways (hot dog standing on the narrow
end). Open the paper up and draw aline adong the fold. Draw another straight line on
one side of the fold line, going the short way. Place this line high up on the paper. Draw
yet another straight line on the other side of the fold line. Place thisline low on the
paper. Make sure that you have four rectangles on your paper. Now draw half circles
on either side of the longest line. Use dl colors you want to fill in your shapes. Use
black to color in those first half circles that you drew to call attention to the picture being
divided in half.
Eval uation/A ssessment
Children traced the shapes and lines on the painting and in the air.
Children were able to follow instructions to create a Smilar painting.
Children were able to talk about what was the same and what was different in
their work and the artist's work.
Henri Matisse
Objectives
1. Lesson Content: Examine awork or piece of art by a known artist and create awork™in
the style of* the work examined.
2. Concept Objective: Explore and Create, Using Various Art Forms, Media, and
Techniques
3. Skill Objective: Create nonrepresentational and representational works; 1ook at and talk
about works of art; describe his or her own art work.
List materias:
Print reproduction of Henri Matisse's The Snail Collage.
Blue, red, yelow, orange, purple, green, black paint in paint tins, one set of colors for every 4-5
children.
Two large pieces of cardboard (about 18" x 24") for each child cut into 10-12 pieces.
12" x 18" piece of white paper, one for each child.
Two buckets, one with clean, damp rags, one for paint rags
Empty pie tins to put cardboard in after it has been used to print.
Paint shirts or aprons.
Snail shells to pass around.
Prepare background notes.
Key vocabulary: art, color, cut, scissors, rectangle, paint.
Procedures/Activities
1. Share biographical information about Henri Matisse.
2. Makeaprint. Cut irregular shapes from the cardboard. Cut piecesin a sort of
rectangular shape. Use the cardboard pieces to print different colorsin aspiral. Use each
piece of cardboard for only one color of paint. Put each pieceof  cardboard in the used
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F.

cardboard pie tin when you are finished.

Evauation/Assessment:  Children were able to cut irregular rectangular pieces.

Children were able to place the rectangular piecesin a spiral. Children were able to create a
border with rectangular pieces

Lesson Five: Joan Miro

A.

Objectives

1. Lesson Content: Examine awork or piece of art by a known artist and create awork™in
the style of" the work examined.

2. Concept Objective: Explore and Create, Using Various Art Forms, Media, and
Techniques

3. Skill Objective: Create nonrepresentational and representational works. Look at and
talk about works of art.

List materials:

Print reproduction of Joan Miro's People and Dog in Sun

12" x 18" white paper, one for each child

Red, yellow, blue and green markers, a set for every 4-5 children

An additiona black marker, one for each child

Paint shirts or aprons

Prepare background notes.

Key vocabulary: art, draw, different, same, color, black, red, yellow, blue, green, circle,

rectangle, triangle

Procedures/Activities

1 Share biographica information about Joan Miro.

2. Createapicturein the style of People and Dog in Sun

3. Find peoplein our own shapes and lines.

4. Useablack marker to start with and make lines and shapes before coloring in the
picture. Use 17 curved lines to connect with some dots. Make four irregular shapes for
four people. Add four kidney bean shapes.

5. Make sure children understand how to make the patterns. Demonstrate on a separate
sheet of paper an irregular rectangle with edges cut off. Divide that shape in half with a
straight line that runs up and down the paper. Intersect that line with several other
graight lines.  Use bright colors, red, yellow, blue, and green, to create bright patterns.
Stay inside the lines when you color these patterns.

6.  Children userolls of clay to create people and dogs which are all stuck together in and
interesting way

7. Tomakeacollage, place apiece of paper over the collage (dry) and use a crayon to
rub the images underneath. The texture of the yarn would be easy to pick up. The
other materials added to the collage would need to be thicker and have more texture
than paper, if arubbing is going to be made from the collage.

Evauation/Assessment:  Children were able to see a dog, people, and a sun in Miro's painting.

Children were able to follow directions and use lines and shapes to create a drawing. Children

were able to find a dog, people, and asun in their own drawing. Children should be able to

follow instructions to create a drawing similar to Miro's painting.

Lesson Six;: Edward Hicks

A.

Objectives
1. Lesson Content: Look at and talk about works of art, describing the details and
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"story" depicted, such as, objects, people, activities, setting, time of day/year, long ago-

contemporary, etc. as well as the mood/feelings that certain pieces of art dlicit.

Concept Objective: Develop an Appreciation of Art

3. Skill Objective: Examine awork or piece of art by a known artist and create awork "in
the style of" the work examined. Create nonrepresentational and representational
works. Describe his or her own art work.

Materias:

Print of Edward Hicks Noah's Ark.

Art making materiasif extending the discussion with an activity.

Prepare background notes.

Key vocabulary: art, color, brown, white, paint, draw

Procedures/Activities:

1.  Asaways children should prepare for making art by putting on paint shirts or aprons.

2. Let them get their own supplies out or get supplies out for them.

3. Children who are uncertain about how to draw animals could trace around cookie
cutters.

4. Children with more drawing experience who are uncertain could look at cartoon
drawings of animasto draw from.

Evduation/Assessment: Children are able to see that a story can be "told" more than one

way. Children are able to remember some animals in the painting when the painting is turned

over. Children are able to see ways in which Edward Hicks shows the animals as safe.

N

L esson Seven: Henri Rousseau

A. Objectives

1. Lesson Content: Look at and talk about works of art, describing the details and
"story" depicted, such as, objects, people, activities, setting, time of day/year, long ago-
contemporary, etc., as well as the mood/feelings that certain pieces of art dicit.

2. Concept Objective: Develop an Appreciation for Art.

3. Skill Objective: Examine awork or piece of art by aknown artist and create awork "in
the style of" the work examined. Create nonrepresentational and representational work.
Describe his or her own art work.

B. Materids:
Print of Henri Rousseau's The Seeping Gypsy.

Art materias

C. Background notes.
D. Key Vocabulary: art, different
E. ProceduredActivities:

1.  Children could paint or draw pictures of themselves deeping and paint or draw an animal
who would look out for them in their deep.

2. Children who do not draw well can find pictures from magazines to cut out and make a
collage picture with an animal, a deeping person, an instrument, food or drink, and a
scene behind them.

3. Children might like to retell their story about the painting as they work.

F.  Evauation/Assessment: Children are able to talk about the difference between the lion in the

painting and ared lion. Children are able to describe the details of the picture by talking only
about what they see. Children are able to tell a story about what they see using their
imagination.
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VI. CULMINATING ACTIVITY
VIl. HANDOUTSWORKSHEETS
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